DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


T. B. WHITE 
^ WARDEN 



’ 3ited States penitentiary 

LEAVENWORTH. KANSAS 


liar eh 2, 1931. 


12r. I. 33. Hoover, Director, 
Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear I,5r. Hoover: 








\7e have a prisoner here, Robert Stroud, Register 
Humber 17431, who came to the institution charged with 
murder. 

.After he was here awhile, he killed one of the 
Guards in the dining room and he is not/ permanently in 
Isolation. 

He is occupying himself by keeping up a lot of 
canary birds and gets some literature from the following: 

P. A.$ llicodemus , 5014 IT. ICedvale Avenue, Chicago ; ' 
H. P^Yon Damm, 898 Grand Street, Brooklyn, Hew York/ 

YJm. G. ^Scarlett & Company* 729 E. Pra^i Street, Baltimore* 
/^pratt’s Patent, ITewark, IT. J. ; andiSfilling and Company, 
AL004 S. California Avenue, dhicago, Illinois. 

I will appreciate anything you can get in 
reference to the reliability of these concerns. 


TB;/ :M 


Yery truly yo 
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62*230 04-1 , 


Jferoh 14, 1931, 


Mr. V. B. Uhlte, 

Uardan, United States Penitentiary* 
Leavenworth, Kansas. 


Bear Mr, tMtej 


March 3, 


Receipt is acknowledged or 
relative to Robert Stroud, 


your letter dated 
Register tfo» 17431. 


a fjapliaac e with your request that you bo 

MUabillt^of ^ L ? °r tl0P m ? llieMo «*a«» to tho 
rexiaoiiity su certain time named in your letter, you 

a 5f J??!®*. jhati 1 lxaT * instructed the Chicago, nevYovt* 

S eia omcM of «» e^u to £2 

25?^ ?* e3e 00ncoras and t0 transmit the 
** ? f i° the Zzt&z* 01 ty Bureau office, in oris- 
that it my xn vurn be communicated to you. 


Sincerely yours, 


Director. 



WB'.Fm 

<~-^S§6Q4=t 

13* W3U 


Sp»ei«3, &%mb £a 0’im'Q* t 
Bumtu ®f Xfe^rt>t?.gefiim* 
£•*’ 1406*. 

SMasgfr, SUU 


i"M-* ■/ •■ % ’■ v A 

4 - T -*' ' 


SSeay Six 

1 s» afttMhlas hereto a mpy «t a Urttar feeeitnd 
fcjr ate i'J’gga 9* B* UMte «f tfea tM&M-Sittft* 

at Stes&aa, r©$a®£fci3Sg tfc&t a* £xsmlv&*& vi%h may . 

tm&TMd# iaforssatiea amaorslag eextate iTAssas ©&|efc appear to W 
<^t*wpsmdAas «ith one Bobert s tretM». % prissass? An ffestt Ai&afitafcfeB* ■ 

iMi® it is sat dealted that my ©stanza tmmW*> 
-g&ttm. b@ made ttm ^ailafciXlt# el’ tfe» $&amwew msM 

An tite abtsehet Water, it - is- sedges tad that a brief Aa^nify ha ; 
m&m to abase tlasaa and tb© x»$a3$ £br»i®b®& te-tfee f>€ffi*ses 

Sitr el’i'lee fer tmaas^ttal be t&rdsm ' 

’f^ry ts&djr ^ea?w B 
SSw? tlte S&reeter, 


SSsiatajuli BtreatSa?* 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


J&» TORS CITY 


N. Y. HCLa* 140. 62-2834 PS 


REPORT MADE AT: 


met; yohk city 


DATE WHEN MADE: 


3/24/31 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: 


3/19, £0/31 


TITLE: 


-3TR0UD 


REPORT MADE BY: 


*. K. PALuLRA 


CHARACTER OP CASE: 


PiJ. av h n* u. s. ir'.', ii.iaiiay 
iiisc.. jLLJi-ooa 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Flnu of H. S. Yon Dawn, feed, founded in 1858, all 
this time located at 898-908 Grand St., Brooklyn, 

It. Y. Til® of Sprett’s i’ati-nt , den ling in medicines 
for bogs, canaries and other house pete, founded 80 
years age in Newark, ST* J. with depot at San irnnciseo 
and factories in Liverpool and London, .nglend. 

C. 


Bureau letter, dated ,^rcji le, 1931. 


DETAXIS; 


AT BhOOKCYN, fl* Y* 


DETAILS: 


On £areh 19, 1931, Agent was e&vieed by br* Otto 0. Lathe that the 
fins of H. iT. Yon Danaa, located at 898-908 Grand \t,, Sxooklyn, 7., is la 
the hay, grain, seed, feed, pet stock and garden supplies business, founded by 
Barry .illiam Von Owen in 1858, now the property of Henry JF, Von iwsa, grandson 
of the founder; that this firm hae alway# been on the same promisee; that it ie 
the regular custom of this firm to send to their clients all over the baited 
states price lists end advertisements of n m preparations, especially in the 
line of canary birds and other pets. 

Inquiries in the immediate neighborhood confirmed what tfxr, liotha 
told Agent, who had occasion to go around in th© large store and verify as to 
the articles that are for sole there* 


Un Lferch 20, 1931, Agent entered the largo store of Spreti*e patent 
located at Congress and Jefferson ^treats, Newark, w. J., and was informed by 
the fcirl at the switchboard that this firm has a depot at Son Francisco, Cal. 
and factories in Liverpool and London, upland, the film bain?- about 80 years 
old. aor<e literature secured by ^gent on the premises, thich ara now made part 
of ths Vsw York office file, show that this firr. manufactures anything pe*ltein- 
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lug to the breeding of dogs, also canary* feed and other house pets* 

The telephone operator further advised Agent that it is the 
practice of their firm to advise their customers in all parts of the United 
States and England as to new preparations for the feeding and care of dogs and. 
other pets, this literature being sent to the clients about once a month. 


CLOSED 


TBCtZB 

62 - 2 * 004-3 


March 30* 1931* 




Special Agent in Charge* 

Bureau of Investigation, 

905 Federal Reserve Bank Building, 
Kansas City, Missouri* 


Bear Sir* 


Reference is Bade to the report of Special 
Agent W* R* Palmers., dated. Ilarch 24, 1931, at 3 err Fork 
City, relating to the case entitled 510332? STP.0 T 1D, 
Prisoner in United States Pouitentiary, heavenworth, 
Kansas, Miscellaneous* This is to advise that the 
investigation concerning Robert Stroud iras initiated 
at the request of Warden T# ?* White of the Baited 
States Penitentiary, leavenworth, Kansas, and he was 
advised that the nec&seary inquiries would bo made by 
the Bureau offices and reports submitted to your offico 
for transmittal to him* 


lb is therefore suggested that a copy of the 
report mentioned above be transmitted to Ur* White for 
his information* 


Very truly yours. 



Director* 


ffttr 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT “ XiBUSSS City. 


File ITo. 62-585 


REPORT MADE AT: 


Kansas City, LIo. 


DATE WHEN MADE: 

3-24-31 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: REPORT MADE BY: 

3-20 and 21—31 II. T. Little, 


EGBERT STROUD, 

U. S. PEIU7E.TIHR7 NO. 19431. 


CHARACTER OF CASE: 


Lli scellaneous . 


SYNOPSIS of FACTS: 


B. T. Powell, C.P.A. , and Frank B. Park, 
President, Frank B. Park Printing Company, 

Kansas City, Missouri, have corresponded with * 
the subject on business matters only. Subject 
is a chemist and expert on canary bird diseases 
and contributes articles regularly to ”The 
Holler Canary Journal and Bird V.orld” ; manufac- 
tures and distributes "Stroud’s Specific”, a bird 
medicine, through a friend - Mrs. Della M. Jones, 
1345 E. Tenth Street, Kansas City, Missouri. 


'v p ’/ 


:/ 


DETAILS; 


At Kansas City, Missouri, 


This investigation is predicated upon a request made by MT. 

T. E. 7,Mte, Darden, United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, as contained 
in a letter dated March 2nd, 1931, wherein it is stated that the above npmed pris- 
oner is confined in permanent isolation in the Leavenworth Penitentiary and corres- 
ponds with E. J. Powell, 601 Central Exchange Building, and the Frank S. Park Print- 
ing Company, 215 7/. Eighth Street. ’garden 7<hite requested that the reliability of 
the above named correspondents be determined. 

details; Agent interviewed Hr. Frank 3. Park, President, Frank E. Park 

Printing Company, 213 ’.7. Eighth Street, who stated that the correspondence had 
by him and his company with the subject has been of a business nature only; that 
the company has in the past several months printed numerous labels, envelopes, lettei 
heads and pamphlets for the subject, all of w^fch printed matter relates to a bird 
medicine, the trade mark name for which isi^Stroud’s Specific”; that arrangements 
for the printing of the above described matter have always been made by Mrs. Della 


»iEsS 1»ESTH0 a 
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II* Jones, 1545 E. Tenth. Street, Kansas City, Missouri, which is the address 
shown in the printed matter as the place from which "Stroud’s Specific" may 
be purchased. Mr. Park stated that before hie company undertood the printing 
of the matter in question he made inquiries and investigation to be certain that 
his company would not become involved in any difficulty through the printing of 
the labels, et cetera, for a prisoner in Leavenworth Penitentiary and that he 
insisted upon, and received, payment in advance for the work done which payment 
has been made by Mrs. Della M. Jones, above mentioned. Mr. Park stated that 
he is not acquainted with the subject, has never seen him and that all corres- 
pondence had by him or his company with the subject has been of a strictly 
business nature. 

One copy each of a pamphlet describing "Stroud’s Specific", 
two labels, an envelope bearing the trade mark above mentioned, and a copy of 
letterhead bearing the same trade mark, were furnished- to the writer by Mr. 

Park and are attached to the copy of this report for Warden White. 

Inquiry in the neighborhood where the Prank E. Park Printing 
Company does business disclosed tha-t the firm has been in its present location 
for a number of years, is thoroughly reliable and transacts a reasonably large 
amount of business. Inquiry at the records division, police department, dis- 
closed that Mr. Park has no criminal record. 

Agent contacted Mr. E. J. Powell, 601 Central Excharge 
Building, who is a Certified Public Accountant, as evidenced by certificates 
displayed to the writer by Mr. Powell, who stated that he became acquainted 
with the subject about two years ago through the latter’s interest in canary 
birds. Mr. Powell stated that he is the editor of "The Roller Canary Journal 
and Bird World" and has held various offices in the International Roller Canary 
Breeders Association of which he is at present the secretary; that the subject 
is a regular contributor of scientific articles to the above journal and like- 
wise advertises "Stroud’s Specific” In said journal. Mr. Powell stated that 
the subject receives no pay whatever for the articles contributed by him and 
is charged the regular advertising rates for the advertisements which the sub- 
ject causes to be published in said magazine, the payments therefor being made 
by the subject’s mother, Mrs. E. J. Stroud, 1355 E. Tenth Street, or by Mrs. 

Della M. Jones, 1345 E. Tenth Street. Mr. Powell stated that he has visited 
the subject on but one occasion, namely on January 18th or 21st, 1931, at which 
time he conversed with the subject on scientific and business matters only; that 
in his, Mr. Powell’s, opinion, subject is a brilliant man, a chemist and expert 
upon the subject of treatment of canary birds. However, Mr. Powell stated that 
as a result of the one interview he had with the; subject he is convinced that 
the subject is... "in the right place", and would be a dangerous man to be at 
large . 


3. 


Mr. Powell furnished to the writer a copy of the March, 
1931 issue of "The Roller Canary Journal and Bird World" and on page nine 
thereof appears a scientific article contributed by the subject. Mr. Powell 
also furnished one copy each of two letterheads, being the official stationery 
of the International Roller Canary Breeders Association and the journal above 
mentioned, all of which are attached to the copy of this report for Warden 
White. 


Continuing, Mr. Powell stated that about a year ago canary 
bird breeders in the United States were heavy losers of canary birds through a 
mysterious disease which experts were at a loss to diagnose; that the subject 
made experiments in the penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, as a result of 
which he announced a cure for the disease in question and this cure is the 
medicine, trade mark name of which is "Stroud's Specific" and which is des- 
cribed as an avian antiseptic. 

Mr. Powell further stated that he would place the name of 
Warden White upon his mailing list and would forward to him each month a copy 
of the bird magazine above described, Indicating therein the articles contri- 
buted by the subject for the information of the Warden. 

Agent conducted inquiries in the building in which Mr. 
Powell’s office is located from which it was learned that Mr. Powell is a 
highly respected business man and has occupied his present office for a 
number of years. Inquiries at the record division, police department, dis- 
closed that Mr. Powell has no criminal record. 
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This case originated at 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


62*1382 * 


REPORT MADE AT: 


LH : ffli'trt *cl 


O 

ROBERT STROUD 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


DATE WHEN MADE: 




— 


REPORT MADE BY: 

! j ! 




CHARACTER OF CASE: 



MISCELLANEOUS 

- 



b'i 


P* A^Nioodemus, 5014 N,Kedvale Avenue, 
Chicago, engaged in raising canary birds 
for sale, and bears good reputation* 
H*Trilling and Company* 1004 S»California 
Avenue ,Chi cago , are wholesale dealers in 
seeds, and appear to be reliable* 


‘ZfoOtf 


RE FERENC E • 


Directors letter of March 13th, 1931* 


DETAILS: The letter of reference enclosed copy of letter from T.B* 

White, Warden, United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, dated March 2nd, 
1931, requesting that investigation be made at Chicago concerning the reliability 
of P, A* Nioodemus, 5014 North Kedvale Avenue,Chicag>, and the Trilling and Compan; 
1004 South California Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, who have been corresponding with 
subject STROUD, known as prisoner number 17431, at Leavenworth Penitentiary* 

Inquiry developed that P* A* Nicodemus,5014 N.Kedvale Ave* 
Chicago,Illinois is a printer by occupation, and raises canary birds as a side 
line, which business is known as the American Live Canary* It was ascertained tha 
DETA1 ifh is a middle aged man, and that his business is that of a nominal investment, 

J consisting of ^equipment and a small number of canaries B He appears to be favor- 
ably regarded inpersonal respects, and has average ability# 

K^rilling and Company, 1004 S.California Avenue, Chi cago, 
deals in wholesale seeds. Hyman^rilling is the proprietor* He is fifty nine 
years of age, of Russian descent but a naturalized American citizen, and has been 
in the seed business at the above address since 1926* Previous to that time he 
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was located at 1825 South Canai St«ChicagOj in the same bus. iness* The firm of 
H.Trilling and Company is considered to have a net worth of .from $35,000 to 
$45,000 and from what agent could learn Mr*?r illing and the Ti w illing Company 
enjoy a good reputation* 

This matter is being kept pending at Chicago, awaiting receipt <sf reports from 
the auxilliary offices* ' J ■'( 



UNDEVELOPED LEADS: 

KANSAS CITY OFFICE: Upon receipt of similar reports covering investigations made 

by the Washington Local and New York Offices, the Kansas City office will transmit 
results of this investigation to Warden T* B* White, at the U»S*Penitentiary,, 
Leavenworth, Kansas* 


PENDING 


zmwm 

62 - 25004-5 

April 3, 1931* 


Special Agent in Charge, 
Bureau of Investigation, 
Box 1405 , 

Chicago, Illinois# 


Bear Sir* 


With reference to the case entitled EGBERT 
STROUD, Miscellaneous, your file 62-1332, your atten- 
tion is called to the report of Special Agent T* F* 
Mullen, dated at Chicago, Illinois, March 33, 1931* 

Xt is noted from Agent Mullen* a report that 
this case is being kept pending in Chicago, awaiting 
receipt of reports from auxiliary offices* An examina- 
tion of the Bureau file in this case discloses that 
auxiliary offices in this investigation have carried 
themselves as the office of origin and, after submitting 
copies of their reports to the Kansas Ciiy office, have 
properly closed the case* Accordingly ,you are authorised 
to close this ease at your office* 


Very truly yours. 
For the Director, 


Assistant Director, 


J1L ^eparimmt a£ justice 

y&wcmx xd ^nbzzixgrtbm 

905 Federal Reserve Bank Building, 
Kansas City,' Missouri. 


April 2, 1931. 


Director, 

Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 




a 


('}{■ 


Receipt is acknowledged of your communica- 
tion dated March 30, 1931, regarding the case entitled 
ROBERT ^STROUD, Prisoner In United States Penitentiary, Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, Miscellaneous. 

Please be advised that a copy of the report 
submitted by Special Agent W. R. Palmera, New York City, March 
24, 1931, was furnished to the Warden at the United States 
Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, under date of March 26, 
1931, and on this date copy of a report submitted by Special 
Agent T. F. Mullen, Chicago, Illinois, dated March 30, 1931, 
was also furnished to the Warden of the United States Peniten- 
tiary at Leavenworth. 

Upon receipt of additional reports in 
connection with this matter, copies thereof will be Immediate- 
ly transmitted to lit*. White for his information. 


Very truly yours, 


R‘. G. HARVEY, ^ 
Acting Special Agent in Charge 


gSSQQ8DI£? 




RGH-c . 

K.C.File ^ 62-583- 


* 


r~) 


v" 


CO 


a r / 

' -7 h ■ ^ 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT QhP<?&8Q 01 tV 


#62-2056 


REPORT MADE AT: 


Washington, D. G, 

Changed 


DATE WHEN MADE: 


4/3/31 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: 


’'tta 


REPORT MADE BY: 


S. ' W. Hardy 


MR 


c 


title: p. A ArwiCOIIEMDS , Chicago, H. F. VON DAMM, Brook -character of case: 
LYN, N.Y. ^WILLIAM GXSCABLETT & COMPANY , JBALTIMORI 


MARYLAND, fSPRATT’S PATRIOT , NEWARK, N. J. ^TRILLING 
& COMPANY, Chicago, 111. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
Information Concerning 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Y/illiam G. Scarlett & Company is a legitimate business con- 
cern located at 729-735 East Pratt Street, Baltimore,, Maryland, 
which is in the commission house district near the water front, . 
It is in the wholesale seed, poultry and pigeon feed business 
and has operated from these premises for many years 


R.U.C. 




(p9b 


REFERENCE: 


DETAILS: 


Bureau letter dated March 13, 1931 to the Chicago Office. 

Letter of reference requested a brief inquiry be made by 
the Washington Field Office regarding William G. Scarlett and 
Con^any, 729 E. Pratt Street, Baltimore, Maryland, and that the 
result be furnished to the Kansas City Office for transmittal 
for the Warden of the U. S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth,, Kansas, 
in connection with Robert^troud, a prisoner in that institution. 

The Baltimore City and Telephone Directories reflect that 
William G. Scarlett and Company are wholesale seedsmen, poultry and pigeon feed 
dealers located at 729-735 E. Pratt Street and 205-207-209 E. Falls Avenue, 
Baltimore, Maryland ; phones, Plaza 3416-3417-3418-3419; that William 0. Scarlett, 
the owner, resides with his wife,, Ella H. Scarlett and their son William G, 
Scarlett, Jr,, who is- a student, at 420 Greenway Street, Baltimore, Md, , residence 
phone, University 1463, 

details: Special Agent Morris L. Traub advised he had personal know- 

ledge of this firm; that it is a large business concern, conducting a legitimate 
business in wholesale seeds, poultry and pigeon feeds and is located in the com- 
mission house district of Baltimore near the water front. 

The ’.feshington Field office has Baltimore City Directories 
dating back to 1920, These were scrutinized and recite that William G, Scarlett 
has been in the wholesale seed, poultry and pigeon feed business as far back as-M 
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905 Federal Reserve Bank Building, 

Kansas City, Missouri. 

APR 141931 Afl 

April 2, 1931. 


£ ?■ - are $ <+ 

Mr. T. B. White, Warden, 

United States Penitentiary, 

Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Dear Sir: 

$ 

Re : Robert 3 troud 
Miscellaneous 
Kansas City File #62-583- 


I am transmitting attached hereto for your information 
copy of report dated March 30, 1931 submitted by Special Agent 
T. F. Mullen, Chicago, Illinois, in connection with the cose 
entitled above. 

Very truly yours. 


R. 0. HARVEY 

Acting Special Agent In Charge. 






CHICAGO F3L3 IIO. 62-1382 


No. 1 

CASE ORIGINATED AT CHICAGO, ILLIIDIS. 
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Form No. X 

This case originated at 


KANSAS CITY, MO. 


62-2056 


IS.’ 


REPORT MADE AT: 

Washington, d. g. 


DATE WHEN MADE: 

4/25/31 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE. REPORT MADE BY: 


4/3&13/31 


t 


W. HARDY 


title: P. A. NICODE&US, CHICAGO, ILL.; 

H. F. YON DAIS’, BROOKLYN, N. Y. ; 

Y/ILL1AJ! G. SC.'-PLETT & C0. } BALTIMORE, I’D. ; 
SPRAT 'PS PATENT, NEWARK, N* J.j 
-~T’ TRIIXXN3 A~C0. ,—CKICAGO, HL; 


j CHARACTER OF CASE: 


i !iscmiAN\cus , rrFORATio:: 

CCNCZRI2IG 1 


SYNOPSIS of FACTS: 


REFERENCE: 


DETAILS: 

Chic a up, 111 


• » 


Report received from R. G. Dun & Co. on Peter 
A/'Uieodearus, 5014 IT. Hedvale Ave., Chicago, 

111, and^yman Trilling &. Co., 1C04 S. Calif. 

Ave., Chicago, 111 . 5 seed reports being furnished 

the Kansas City Office herewith. < • 

I 

EUO 

Report of Special Agent S. W. Hardy, Washington, D. C., dated 
4/3/31. 


Report of Peter A. ITiccdemus and IT. Trilling L Co., both of 
have been received from R. G. Dim & Co., and ©re being furnished 


the Kansas City Office with copies of this report. 

The Don report of Peter A. Kicodemus, 5014 IT. Kedvale Ave., 
Chicago, 111., reflects that Nicodemus does business under the style "American 
Live Canary", is married, middle-aged, American bom, has resided at the above 
address for several years, is employed as a printer and raises birds aa a side 
line; that he has only a nominal investment, consisting of equipment and e small 
number of canaries; is not believed to be owing other than current bills; is the 
reputed owner of his home, described as a frame cottage, valued at about ’ 6 , 000 , 
said to be encumbered, and held jointly by him and his wife, and not deemed readily 
details: available as a credit asset; is not known to have any basking connections 
or to possess outside means of a tangible nature; appears favorably regarded in 
all personal respects; considered of average ability; no previous fire loss of 
record. 

The Run report of Lyman Trilling A Co., wholesale seed business, 
1004 »j. Calif. Ave., Chicago, 111., reflects that Hymen Trilling is trie proprietor 
fi ere of , that he is about 60 years of age, a widower of Russian crescent but nat- 
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uralized, that for seme time he was associated with Louis Livingstone at 95 S. 
Canal St., Chicago, 111., that in 1903 the business was moved to 1825 S. Canal 
St., and to the present address in November, 1926. Hyman ^Trilling is assisted 
in the business by a son. 

A financial statement of E« Trilling & Co. as of January, 1931 reflects 
assets of $53,855, liabilities $9,1C5, net worth, $44, 749. Heal estate at 
1004 S. California Are., Chicago, 111. valued at $22,000, mortgaged for $4,500 
andlB22 S. Clifton Perk Ave., Chicago, 111*, valued at $13,500, mortgaged for 
$4,000, are held in the name of H .“Trilling, according to a financial statement 
signed by H* Trilling. The business of H. Trilling & Co, is given close atten- 
tion and said to be in fair volume. Hr. Trilling is personally well regarded 
and said to have a good knowledge of the wholesale seed business, according to 
the investigation of R. G* Dun & Co. The business occupies a two story brick 
building. 
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’ Mr. T, 3. White, 

Warden, 

United States Penitentiary, 

Leavenworth, Kansas. 



Dear Toms 


I tua In receipt of your letter of December 
2, 1931 » relative to Miss Della'JonaB and her 
association with Prisoner Rob er t'lStroud , who is in 
isolation in the Leavenworth Penitentiary, 

I have instructed the Kansas City office of 
the Bureau to make immediate inquiries concerning the 
reputation and activities of Miss Jones, and am ilso 
having inquiries made at -Shelby villa, Indiana. When 
information concerning her is received, I shall be very 
.glad to promptly forward It to you. 

With beet personal regards, I am 
Very truly yours. 


Director. 


• - r 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT LnnCAS CITY, LISSOTJEI 


FILE NO. 62—542 f' ~-"V 


RETORT MADE AT: 


DATE WHEN MADE: I PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: j REPORT MADE BY: 


Cincinnati, Ohio (12/29/51 


12/24/51 


Ky* * t* 


DHLLA JOSES 


CHARACTER OF CASE: 


- r '7 ' 

ejfop: aticu cv;cari;iho- 


SYNOPSIS of FACTS: 


The Jones family et Suelbyville, Indiana 
enjoys good standing in the cccmiunity* 

Fred Jones, e son, is a Member of the 
State I dice Department* Della Jones 
nss for years raised and sold canary ' 

birds* She became acquainted with Hebert 
Stroud through this business; she inherited 
money through h^r father’s estate and left 
Si.elbyville about one year ago to follow 
the bird business, undisturbed* Uhe is 
still married to Lee Jones although there 
have been domestic differences for sever? 3 
yatr-. Her moral refutation is good. 


fnFLELLCS: 

DnTAILS: 


R. U, C. - 


Bureau letter dated December 4, 1951* 
AT SriDLB YvTIXli. . E.D17JA . 


After ixhing sevex’Ol careful incuiriee about tuu city, 
it 7-e.a discovered that Fred Jones, a lieutenant of tLs Indiana At at* 
details: j-olice, is c son of nella Jones end enjoys a ‘oov refutation re doe: 

Lee Jones, his father and the husband of Delia Jones. 

George Young, Postmaster, said that Della Jones is the 
-rife of Lee Jones, truclnvnn, C4 A, Franklin street, Shsltyville, 
Indiana. He has two boys. Hr. Jones enjoys a .< ooa reputation as 
cio the boys. Della Jones on 6/29/29, rented Bon <-2&9 wishing to 

, , wrJS 1 ??!? *‘ ltlCe to receive her rail vchern it could net oo cisLurtee. 

fiLo ilc.o i hu x *i u 
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She kept this box until 12/13./bQ. Baring- this period, sho received mail 
frcm Kansas City. At Shelbyvillo , she was interested in the raising and 
a;le of canary birds in a small way* He heard that someone had opened 
the windows of her home and permitted the birds to escape, on ona occa- 
sion. Ur* Young did not know anything detrimental to the moral character 
of Mrs* Jones. 


Claude Cherry, County Clerk, said that bred Jones of the 
State I olice, is a son of fella Jones* There has been domestic trouble in 
the family but there Las not been any divorce suit filed during the past 
two years. Ho knew nothing against the morel character of Mrs, Jones# 

Transfer Bcok r ’lG, page BCG, Shelby County, shows that 
Lee Jones and Fells Jones hold title to best half, lot >12} Franklin 
addition, city of Chelbyville* This is the location of 54 h. Franklin 
street. The land is assessed at v 2c40 and the improvement at g25C0,00 
On 11/22/29, a mortgage of 21200.00 placed on the property in 1926, was 
released so that the title is free of incumbrances* 


John B* Thompson, Chief of police, scid that he knew 
the Jones family from association with them for the last 20 years. No 
reflection had been cast on the moral character of Mrs. Bella Jones. Sho 
is a middle-aged woman, heavy build and not attractive* For years, sho 
and her husband worked side by side in the hauling business, Lrs. Jones 
being able to harness a team of horses with as much skill as her husband. 
They were frugal, made and coved some money. There ore two sons, Vrect, a 
Gtate police officer and Clifford, a factory worker* Both of them ore 
harried and citizens of -Sbelbyville, benrirm good reputations. Their 
mother, Bella Jones, has been somewhat peculiar, being interested in birds; 
about one year ago, she suddenly eiroppeared end for a tine it was rumor* U 
that she had run off with Martin ioLrseh, pSSl b* brcaowey, another bird 
reiser* However, Itirseh has been back in Juelbyvillo for sometime mad 
nothing definite has ever come of ths rumor. The gossip started because 
fCirsch left town about the time she disappeared* Mrs. Jones received some 
money from an estate which she is supposed to have used in her business. 

The Jones’, a few years ago, bought the old Charles Berry place, a fine 
old homo on Branklin Street, where Lee Jones now; lives. Chief Thonpcrr. 
stated that so far as Shelb .ville, Indian? was concerned, Bella J-:;vm had 
a good moral eharvctrr although believed to tfe a peculiar person* 


V * 


Crockett, 


Cashier , 


t er 



IXO 


that both Leo Jones t nd his vife. Belle Jones, had bsen 
bank* Their reputations were good* Mrs* Jones left tot 
ago ana » cut to lien mu a City. She van interested in the 


customers of the 
n about one year 
bird business* 


She seemed to be peculiar end perhaps unbalanced mentslly or else people 
die* not understand her. Che had s, savings account as follows: - 



J* 
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;/ 743 


opened 11/9/29 

- dep. 

0250*00 

4/23/30 

- dep* 

1149,00 

6/13/30 

- dep* 

232*00 


I, lux. balance 9/1/20 - - - ..14L8.44 

Closed out 12/4/20 by withdrawing i 1273*44, the balance on that date. 

In view of the official position of the son, Fred Jones 
and the favorable standing of the family in the community, it was thought 
best to approach Hr* Jones directly, to obtain -authentic information* 

Fred Jones, lieutenant of Indiana iitate lolice, stated ’ 
that his mother Leila Jones, has been for many years a fanatic on the 
subject of canery birds, There havebeen differences between his parents 
over this subject but he had always endeavored to keep the family together 
and hopes at this time that she will return to Oxielbyville to join the 
family circle. He heard from her by mail, receiving recently a Christmas 
card, when she runs out of money, he expects that she will come home. 

His father and mother worked hard for many years in bhelbyville and made 
some money. 


About a year or more ago, she received nearly 32000*00 
from the estate of her father, Daniel darner, of Rush County, Indiana. 

After receiving this money, she determined to get away from Shelbyville 
where she* could do as she pleased about the canary bird business* For 
some years previously she had boon in contact with the mother of Robert 
Stroud, Kansas City, in connection with e remedy for birds developed by 
Stroud in the Leavenworth Penitentiary and sold by StroudJs mother. 
Originally the contact was made through a bird magazine in which Stroud 
advertised. Later, letters passed back and forth from Kansas City end 
finally she determined to go there, despite all opposition presented by 
the family, Er* Jones said he had in mind talcing the matter up with the 
government as he could not understand how Stroud could originate or con- 
duct such business* He blames the Strouds for inducing his mother to leave 
and break up the home. There has been no divorce proceeding started and, 
none is contemplated* He stated that his mother has no social connections 
with anyone, the reason for her departure from home being solely on account 
of her fanatical attachment for the birds. She is now 47 years old; 
possesses some business ability and may make a success of her venture* 

Hr. Jones says he feels keenly the disruption of the family end will bo glee 
and willing to co-operate in supplying any further information that may be 
desired by the government. He added that his mother her! a fall some years 
ago which may have caused her rather peculiar state of mind as evidenced by 
her unusual actions, but of course, this is purely a suspicion on his port. 
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Januuxy 6, 1932. 


Gr, 7. D, White, 

Warden, 

United States Penitentiary, 
Leavenworth, Kansas. 


Dear Ur, White* 

Further reference is made to your latter of 
December 4# 1932, relative to one Della Jones and her 
associations with prisoner Robert Stroud, who is in 
isolation in the Leavenworth Penitentiary. 

Recent information as a result of an investiga- 
tion conducted at Shelbyvilla, Indiana, shows that Dalla Jones 
is the wife of Lee Jones, who resides at 34 E&Bt Franklin 
Street, Shelhyville, Indiana* She is the mother of two eons, 
Freu, an Indiana State Police Officer, and Clifford, a 
factory worker, both of whom ere married and citizens of 
Chelbyville, bearing good reputations, as do Della Jones and 
her husband. The Jones family has resided at Shelbyville, 
Indiana, for the. past twenty years. For years Della Jones 
and her husband worked together in the hauling business, 

iio sever, Della Jones of late h3S evidenced some 
peculiarity, attributed by members of her family and citizens 
of the community to hex* interest iu birds. The further in- 
formation is to the effect that about one year ago she 
suddenly disappears i from her home at Chtlbyyille, after 
having received approximately $2,300,33 from the estate of 
her father, Daniel Garnor of Rush County, Indiana, After 
receiving this money, according to her son, Fred Jones, 
sne determined to get away from Shelbyviile where she could 
do as she pleased about the canary bird business. Her 
reason for Leaving is said to have been as a result of 
differences with her husband because of her fanatical ideas 
regarding canary birds. 


Mr, T* B* White 


1 / 6 / 32 * 


Fred Jones, her son, stated that he blames the 
Strouds for inducing his mother to leave Shelby villo and 
breaking up her home* He stated nhai his mother has ao 
social connections with any one, and the reason for her 
departure from home is based solely upon her fanatical 
attachment for the birds. Mr. Jones is of the opinion that 
Ids mother will return to her hone when she finds herself in 
need of financial assistance* 

The foregoing information, as stated, was procured 
through investigation at Shelhyville, Indiana, and any further 
information that may be received concerning Della Jones .and 
her activities I shall be very glad to forward to you* 

With best personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours. 


Director, 


* * 

P- rtf 2f«sirce 

T&mmu 0 f 

905 Federal Reserve Bank Building, 
Kansas City, EEissouri. 
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December 29, 1931. 

JAN-*? 1932 M 


Director, 

Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, D.C. 


'0° 


4 


a- 


Dear Sir: 


With reference to Bureau letter 
of December 4, concerning Miss Della&ones, who is interest- 
ing herself to a considerable extent in the case of one 
ROBKRT^STRODD, a prisoner in the Leavenworth Penitentiary, 

I beg to inform you that in view of the recent break at the 
Leavenworth Penitentiary, and the resultant investigation 
relative thereto, it has not been practicable to complete 
an investigation in this case, i.e., Re: Miss Della Jones, 
Miscellaneous Matter, K.C.File #62-623. The case, however, 
will receive attention within the next few days. 


RGH-ebc 




^Bpttdxttzxti of UwsitCE 

y&memi xrt ^nbz&iiQc&im. 

905 Federal Reserve Bank Building 
Kansas City, Missouri 
January 2, 1932 
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Director L 

Bureau of Investigation 

Department of Justice ✓ *> 

V/ashington, D. C. ^ 

& 

Dear Sir: RE: DELLA. JONES 

(Miscellaneous Information Concerning) 
K.C. 62-623 

This office is in receipt of the report of Sped, al Agent 
A. D. Mehegan, December 29^ 1931, Cincinnati, in the above entitled 
case. 


Inasmuch as this investigation was predicated upon the 
request of Warden T. B. White to the Bureau, I am not furnishing 
the substance of the information contained in Agent Mehegan’ s report 
to Warden White since no doubt the Bureau will desire to transmit 
this information under personal and confidential cover* If the Bureau 
desires that I furnish Warden White with the substance of the informa- 
tion obtained in the Cincinnati investigation and further information 
that will be obtained in the Kansas City investigation, I will be glad 
to do this upon request* 


Very truly yours. 




t. X CAFFREY, Acting 
Special Agent in Charge, 
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I January 7* 1932, 

Special Agent in Charge, 

Bureau of Investigation, I - 

905 Federal Reserve Bank Bldg#, ; 

Kansas City, Missouri* i| ’ 


\ Bear Sir* •■? ‘ 

* ' §■■■.■ 

•• Reference is made to the letter of Acting 

Special Agent In Charge R* J. Geffrey dated January 
2, 1932 concerning the case entitled 1 BELhA JOBES, 

I (Miscellaneous Information Concerning) your file #62- 

623, in which request Is made rol&iiy®' to the advisa- 
bility of famishing Warden White of the J*eavenworth 
Penitentiary with the substance of information obtained 
in «» inKM&Uon of this «M»j " . . • 

Please be advised that mibli Information will . 
be transmitted to Warden White through the Bureau, and 
it is suggested that your office furnish the Bureau with 
copies of reports covering your investigation at Kansas 
City as soon as practicable* j; 

* x . ;; • j* 

— ; .iil — . — Uery- truly-yours, — : - r - r — ! — * — . 



Director* 
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Hr* T» B» Whit©, 

Warden, 

Waited States Penitentiary, 
Leavenworth, Kansas* 


February 1, 1952* 



Dear ferns 

With further reference to your inquiry concerning one 
DELi*& JOHS, who has been in contact with Robert Stroud, a 
prisoner in isolation in the Leavenworth Peaitsntiaiy, X m 
enclosing, for your information, copy of a report submitted 
by Special Agent L* J* Smut, dated at Kansas City, Missouri, 
January 23, 1932* f m forwarding the (report in vim of th© 
detailed Information get out therein concerning th© interview 
with Mrs* 1* J* Stroud, the mother of th© prisoner. 


i'i 

1} 


■ 1 




Should you desire any further information concerning 
this subject, X shall be very glad to have such further in- 
quiry made as you may suggest* 

With best personal wishes, I am 

i> ' 

Sincerely yours, 


| 

!i 


Director* 


2nd* #726878 




Form No. 1 


This case originated at KANSAS CITY 


K.C .tile no. 62-623 


REPORT MADE AT: 


KANSAS CITY 


DATE WHEN MADE: 

1-23-32 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE; | REPORT MADE BY: 


1-16-32 


L. J. Grout CH 


CHARACTER OF CASE; 


DELLA JQNS3 


INFORMATION CONCERNING 


SYNOPSIS OK FACTS: 


Mrs. E. J. Stroud advised that Della Jones began 
corresponding with Robert w Stroud some two years 
ago and during the summer of 1930 Stroud advised 
his mother that sifcject was coming to Kansas City 
to live. Della Jones established a residence in 
Kansas City and at Robert Stroud’s request she ha3 
been handling all correspondence concerning canary 
birds and bird medicines produced by Stroud . Sub- 
ject visits Robert Stroud about every month and has 
announced that she is the instigator of the circulation 
of petitions for Stroud’s release from the penitentiary 
and intends to marry him upon his release. 


REFERENCE; Bureau letter dated December 4, 1931. 


DETAILS: 


At Kansas City. Me. 


Mrs. E. J.yStroud, 1353 East 10th St., advised that she is the 
mother of Robert Stroud *ho is now confined in the United States 
Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kan.; that subject and Robert Stroud 
began corresponding as a result of their interest in canary birds 
and through advertisements placed in magazines by both; that 
apparently Mr. Stroud began corresponding with Della Jones approx- 
imately two years ago. During the summer of 1930 Robert Strout 
advised his mother that MT3. Jones intended to move to Kansas City, 
Mo. Shortly prior to December 8, 1930, Mrs. Stroud received a 
letter f rom Mj? 3. Jones wherein subject stated that she was con- 
templating moving to Kansas City, Mb., and discussed generally in 
kojaLi lOLSittuxaio 
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the letter the canary bird business and made mention of her 
interest in Robert Stroud. Mrs. Stroud advised that she replied 
to subject’s letter and told her that economic conditions in 
Kansas City were very bad and suggested that Mrs. Jones stay where 
she is known. 

t 

On December 8, 1930, subject appeared at the premises of Mrs. 

Stroud and as a matter of courtesy was invited inside. Mrs. 

Jones had brought along all of her baggage and without invitation 
began residing with lira. Stroud. When subject made no indications 
that she intended to leave, Mrs. Stroud advised her that she was ex- 
pecting company at Christmas time and suggested that Mrs. Jones 
find quarters elsewhere. Mrs. Stroud introduced subject to the 
landlady and Mrs. Jones secured quarters directly below those of 
Mrs. Stroud, which street address is 1345 East 10th St. During 
the short stay of subject with Mrs. Stroud she reported that she 
had sane independent means of her own, had been divorced from her 
husband for several years and related her family history in accord 
with the information furnished in the report of Special Agent 
A. D. Mehegan, Cincinnati, 12-29-31. 

From the time Mrs. Jones arrived in Kansas City, Mo., she manifested 
a great interest in Robert Stroud ani made every effort to get to 
see him at the United States Penitentiary, but permission was denied 
until a later date. Immediately upon subject’s arrival in Kansas 
City, Mo., Robert Stroud instructed his mother to turn over to sub- 
ject his formula for Effervescent Bird Tonic and Avian Antiseptic, 
two remedies produced by Robert Stroud for the care of birds, v/hich 
have not been patented. Mrs. Stroud advised that sle objected to 
this at first but inasmuch as Robert Stroud is a grown man, 42 years 
of age, she did as requested and all of the business carried on by 
Robert Stroud with respect to the canary birds and the remedies for 
birds is handled by Della Jones. Mrs. Stroud does not know to what 
extent the business has flourished under Mrs. Jones but thinks that 
she has had no greater success than was had by her, Mrs. Stroud. 

According to Mrs, Stroud, the breeding of the birds is carried on by 
Robert Stroud in the penitentiary and they are then shipped by ex- 
press to Della Jones, who cares for them and arranges for their sale. 
Mrs. Stroud thinks that subject has no knowledge of canary birds 
whatsoever and does not train them nor does she keep them in a 
healthy state. 
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During April or May, so far as Mrs. Stroud remembers, subject 
was permitted to see Robert Stroud at tbe United States Peni- 
tentiary and has been a regular visitor monthly and corresponds 
with him regularly. Mrs. Stroud does not know what transpired 
during the period from June 1 to September 14, 1931, inasmuch as 
she was in Seattle, Wash., and vicinity during that period. 

During the fall of 1931 subject directed Mu. A. B. McDonald, a 
reporter far the Kansas City Star, to Mrs. Stroud who talked with 
her concerning Robert Stroud and who wrote a long article con- 
cerning him in the Sunday issue of that newspaper. Mrs. Stroud 
advised that in that article she was misquoted; that she does 
not desire publicity nor doe3 she seek sympathy for her son. Mrs. 
Stroud thinks that Robert Stroud should be punished for the 
offenses he has committed and has initiated no move whatsoever 
in an effort to secure his release, neither did she deplore the 
fact that the prison authorities had endeavored to curtail the 
operation of the breeding of canary birds in the United States. 
Penitentiary by Robert Stroud. 

Mrs. Stroud advised that Robert Stroud has never contributed to 
her support since he has been confined in the United States 
Penitentiary and, to the contrary, she has in the past sent him 
money from her own earnings. Prior to subject’s entry into the 
life of Robert Stroud whatever outside operations concerning the 
canary birds were carried on were done by her and all proceeds 
thereof were furnished to the prison authorities to be given to 
Robert Stroud. She does not know the existing arrangements be- 
tween Robert Stroud and Della Jones for the division of profits. 
Mrs. Stroud does not believe the proceeds would amount to very 
much and it is her opinion without direct' knowledge that Della 
Jones now has on hand approximately 50 birds, although Mrs. Stroud 
does not visit with subject and has told her to confine her acti- 
vities to her own premises, and not bother her. 

At the time tte Kansas City Star reporter, A. B. McDonald., was 
directed to Mrs* Stroud by subject, Mrs. Jones suggested to the 
reporter that she desired that an article be published relating 
a romance between her and Robert Stroud. Mrs. Stroud reported 
that sometime, ago a newspaper man whose name she could not 
furnish came to see Mrs. Stroud and had with him at that time a 
petition which apparently this newspaper man was circulating in 
an effort to secure Robert Stroud’s release. This newspaper man 
told Mrs. Stroud that he had heard subject say that she was the 
instigator of the circulation of the petition and that she in- 
tended to marry Robert Stroud when he was released. The news- 
paper man desired to verify this through Mrs. Stroud. This man 
expressed a suggestion to Mrs. Stroud that he did not trust 
Della Jones and warned Mrs. Stroud not to place too much trust 
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in her. According to Mrs. Stroud, Robert now in answer to 
all inquiries from outside sources concerning his bird remedies 
replies to the communications that subject is his best friend 
and suggests that people who are desirous of obtaining any in- 
formation concerning him or his bird remedies, should obtain 
the same through subject. - Mrs. Stroud receives no money from 
subject and cannot state whether Robert Stroud receives any 
money but she has been told by him that he does. 

Some time ago Mrs. Mary Muzzalli, 3541 Olive St., called to see 
Mrs. Stroud more or less as one of those individuals who is curious 
and desired information concerning Robert Stroud. After talking 
to this lady a short while, vho appeared to lira. Stroud to be an 
influential person, Mrs. Stroud directed her to Mrs. Jones. In 
subsequent conversations with Mrs. Muzzalli, this lady appears to 
draw the conclusion that subject is manifesting too great an in- 
terest in Robert Stroud’s welfare to the opposition of Robert 
Stroud’3 relatives. At this point Mrs. Stroud advised that if 
subject in the future ^xould not be permitted to see Robert Stroud 
both would immediately suspect that she was the cause thereof and 
agent drew as a matter of inference from Mrs. Stroud that she de- 
sired that Mrs. Mary Muzzalli not be interviewed. 


Informant is of the opinion that subject is interested in Robert 
Stroud only as a matter of romance and thinks that she is ignorant 
and knows nothing of the care of birds. Mrs. Stroud has not 
visited Robert Stroud at the United States Penitentiary since 
October, 1931, so far as she recalls and hears from him only 
occasionally, whereas she used to visit him at least every month 
and heard from him very often prior to subject’s injecting her- 
self into Robert Stroud’s life. Mrs. Stroud gives one the im- 
pression of being very fair in this matter although she does not 
relish the interest that subject is manifesting in the welfare of 
her son. 


She described subject as follows: 


Age 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Complexion 

Eyes 

Marital status 
Residence 


46 

5» 

185 

Black 

Dark 

Brown 

Married but not living 
with husband 

1345 East 10th> St., E.C . , Mo. 


Mrs. Stroud has observed that subject lives entirely to her- 
self and keeps an untidy house. She knows nothing reflecting 
against the character of subject and has not observed that she 
has had any men friends visiting her. Agent gathered that sub- 
ject is more of a recluse than an active person. 

In view of the information herein set forth, Mrs. Mary Muzzalli, 
3541 Olive St., Kansas City, Mo., will not be interviewed unless 
requested to do so by the Bureau. 

Special Agent J. E. Cannon was present at the interview above 
mentioned with Mrs. Stroud. 


CLOSED 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 



l J 


VRH:DSS 


tsum of ^inbmit^ixiwtt 

P- J§L pepartmeni of Kusitee 
Pfasfprtghm, p. CL 

October 23, 1933. 



| Mr. N ithan j 

Mr. Tolson ... ; 


Mr. Olpgg., 

Mr. Kdv.'aids 

M r. Ega 1 
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Mr. Q-arnn... 

M~. Lester.. 

Mr. Louke 


J 


ME30RAHD0M FOR THE DIRECTOR. 


^r.^Helm, of the^ansas City Star, wanted to obtain a 
photograph, of We RoberiPStroud who had been released from 
Leavenworth. I referred him to Mr. Gates, who, in turn, referred 
,o him back to me with the statement that he saw no reason why we 

j should not furnish it. I then ascertained that we had no photograph 

and so advised Mr. Helm. 



Respectfully, 

. jf 

T7. Hughes. 
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Bird . Fan ciers 


Uter 


f Robert Stroud, a Prisoner at i 
£ Leavenworth, HasJSa d Out- I 

While Inca^erated | 

By Vailed Press 

KANSAS Cray, Mo. — Bird fanJ 
ia ciers thruout the U. S. todavi 
f / ?, efcitio,i asking- a .parole j 
.'doin^° bert ^ fc ? 0 , U(i > has been 
j canary ! 


;; Fe deral, j 

j ^i^gand has beenfsr-ffiT last! 

I ’ SPECIAL RULING 

I was anowed ^B ^l^ruling Stroud 
I Wds allowed TOMisecanarles tTa ( 

| began selling them ' thruout the * 

! ITS flimfr »w»2 i 
! S^SSSasiSajaai 

: ltw.2/ Mrs. Elizabeth 

t ISd’twn 0MCe ( . prevai| ed upon 
j Ci®> S de fc , Wilson to commute her 
fon s sentence from death by hang-! 

m?y^fe^ Wher6 . he h 

$4»- was sen t to Mc-^ 
S is f d ■ P ' ed ® l ' al Prison when hej 
was 18 for murdering his rival ford 
the love of a Juneau dance hall girl ' 


STABBED GUARD 2 

there until her 
gtab^d A a„ ; gpaj^gha^s^ght him! 
breaking: a minor prisonocule. Ai 
series of trials was ciimaxed‘ r by the- 
rd^Jwjgntence and the final^onT-:. 
mutationUyTresident Wilson;' -i 

■ When informed that' his mother: 
opposed his parole, Stroud had her’: 
name removed from the prison rec-’i 
jords as his “best friend” and substi-' i 
'tided the name of Mrs. Della May' 

' . 13 ' c °wmon-]aw wife, I! 

r,.]P e 'is 'held “in solitary” uhdff. a 
'literal interpretation of his foibier 
sentence which stipulated “solftarv 
co nfinepien f until banged!”" 



. LEAVENWORTH — ROBERT F, STROUD* WHO HAS BEEN IN SOLITARY CONFINE- 
MENT IN THE FEDERAL PRISON HERE 18 YEARS* TENDED HIS CANARIES TODAY AND 
HOPED HIS INTERVIEW WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL CUNNINGS NIGHT GET HIM A BREAK 
CUNNINGS* SANFORD BATES, AND OTHER OFFICIALS INSPECTED THE PRISON 
LATE YESTERDAY* AS CUMMINGS WALKED THROUGH THE SOLITARY SECTION STROUD 

B UM TO STOP AND TALK WITH HIM, STROUD IS KNOWN AS THE "BIRD MAN" 
iHINGS WAS FAMILIAR WITH HIS CASE, 

CELL DOOR WAS OPENED AND CUMMINGS WALKED INSIDE TO CONVERSE IN 

!a 

OW TONE WITH STROUD, AS HE LEFT STROUD CALLED OUT? 

"IF I HAVE TO STAY HERE I WISH I COULD HAVE MORE LIGHT," 

"I’LL INVESIGATE IT," CUMMINGS CALLED BACK, 
r ”7/25 0N1259P, 





Jfteiirral bureau of Jnueattgaftnn 


states Bopattmottt of ifusitcr 

) / y Kansas City, Missouri 

" February 23, 1943 \v 


?/' 


. Director, FBI 
, Dear Sir* 



I am tranteraitting^hdrevdth. a photostatic copy of an 
article entitled WThree O’^ock in the Morning” which was 
found in the cell sjf ROBERT*^ TRQUD, an inmate of the Chi ted 
States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, and who was in 
solitary confinement there for a number of years* STROUD 
was transferred from Leavenworth to Alcatraz on or about 
December 16, 1942* " 


It will be noted that the article purports to contain 
observations of STROUD of the hanging of SUHAY and APPLEGATE* 
STROUD’S cell was so located that he probably could observe 
the scene of the execution, vhich was witnessed by me* The 
only other Bureau representative who witnessed the execution 
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Siding high in the western heavens, brilliantly attended by the 
beautiful planet Venus, hangings, like a crystal globe, about five 
degrees below his southern perimeter, a bright <&ag&fefc:: nmctonncast 
an eery light o’ ®r, the: largeipri&dh^ewrapped in slumber® The only 
soiihds were the ceaseless throbbing of the engines in the prison 
power plant, the muffled tread of a guard, the distant closing of 
S door* Ih a drab, high-walled, but now beautifully moon-lit, court- 
yard, behind one of the more remote of the prison building%between 
fifty and a hundred silent, dark -garbed men, milled nervously or 
gathered in small whispering groups— their faces strangely white 
in the moonlight® 

None of those faces were turned toward the beautiful pageant march- 
ing so m ajestically across the summer-night’s sky® Those eyes that 
were nofh upon a crude, yet elaborate, electrically-lighted, 
wooden structure at the lower end of the yard turned uneasily toward 
a heavily-barred door at its upper end, through which shone a shaft 
of yellow light— and a strange commentary on human nature is the 
fact the no one st&od in that shaft of light. Those crossing it 
ducked or turned their head s to keep it from shining in their faces, 
^Tir^shamed to have theii^f®a4huree observed® Maybe they were 
ashamed; they were there to see men die. 




Here and there a match flamed up and was as quickly extinguished, 
as someone lit a cigarette. A tall man in a lilue serge suit, light 
soft bhirt, and the only straw hat in sight— probably a reporter — 
with a sheaf of papers in his left hand, moved briskly from group 
to group, whispering a few words here, a few words there, stopping 
now and then to place his papers against the rough brick wall 
and scribble a brief note. 

&:key clicked; the heavy iron door swung outward® i’rom the spectators 
cable the sound of scurrying feet, the hiss of sharply in-drawn 
breathes all eyes now turned toward that aperture. And threw it 
stepped three men, abreast® 

ty/)ern 

The central figure of this group, the one upon vmirch all eyes were 
fi xing , was a tall, erect, d a rk-haired youth in prison garb. 

His hands were strapped to his waist with a wide, heavy leather 
belt, attached to which, and passing over his rather thin shoulders, 
likergallowses , were wide, black straps, heavy enough to make a 
harness for a bull elephant® Observed at a distance of three feet, 
as he turned in the strong light streaming through the doojv&io 
shaddow of fear could be seen in his deep brown eyes; the rather 
nice features of his boyish face were in complete repose. This was 
in marked contrast to the str^/^ed, anxious, and drawn faces of 
the two guards f lacking him on either side — each with an arm linked 
through his, as if to give him support® He was too tall and too ' 
erect,) however, to give any impression of needing aid. Walking, 
as naturally as the restraints placed upon him would permit, looking 
neither to the right nor the left, saying nothing, he made /is way 
to the foot of the gallows® ; ^ 


^&&s first group was followed by several individuals, then by an- 
other group of three 

The central figure of this second group was a small* middle- aged 
nan with heavy iron-gray hair. The eno rmoua ^S15ph€t»t~Tiarness , flap- 
ping loosely over his narrow shoulders, ga ve) a ^S^es^y^V^aimbst" 

Am 








elfin appearance, as he stopped for a moment, swept his eyes oyer 
the scene before him and, screwing his face into a derisive grin 0 
remarked? a Hicel They h§,v® it all lighted up for us. tt 



In their nervous haste the two guard^almost drug him off bis feet, 
hut he was still grinning as he approached the scaffold* 


At the foot of the scaffold, where the thirteen steps leading -ib.b, 
the gallows platform, stood as mute evidence of the fact that five 
hundred years of scientific advancement have been insufficient to 
divorce us from medieval su$, these ^>ups merged with a small 
cluster of officials* After a few moments of what seemed to be 
whispered conference, they made th&@r way up the steps in substant- 
ially the same order in which they had emerged from the doyr at 
the other end of the yard* Then followed a few minutes of feverishly 
nervous, bungling activity* 

The two central figures were stood on the trap* Hands^with fingers 
which seemed to be allAhumbs, fussed, fidgeted, and fumbledyas heavy 
straps were buckled around the legs of the victims; white cloths 
bound around their heads, covering their eyes; long black hoods, 
reaching to their waists, pulled dowa over their heads and shoulders; 
the heavy nooses adjusted around their necks* 


As these operations were taking place, the witnesses had Burged 
silently f orward--each eager to see the minutejfdetails* At this 
stage, however, one man in the uniform of a prison guard had seen 
enough. He broke away from the crowd at the foot of the gallows, 
ran to the far end of the yard, where he bent over and vomited like 
a landlubber on his first sea voyage* The face of the gray-haired 
man was still uncovered* It again crinkled into a derisive grin. 

A he lips moved; but I was unable to learn what he had said as a 
final jest toward^ life, the grimness of which he had always light- 
ehed / by a wit and humor, which even the scaffold could not dampen 0 

Let us turn b a ck the hands of the clock* On a bright June afternoon 
(if I remember correctly there was/Jsevei^ rain in the evening) in 
1937, two men entered the Topeka, Kansas, Post Office. One was a 
tall, dark-hai^youth, Robert S&k&y; the other w&e- a small gray- 
haired man, Glen Applegate* The latter approached the General 
Delivery windows. There was a sharp cry of “Hands up?“ - — immediate 
ely followed by a blast of gun-fire from a half dozen pistols 
and revolvers* Within second 4 the two men were out of the post 
office and speeding away in a^ motorcar* And a young D.J.- — “G Man” 
to you--by the name of Baker was left lying mortally wounded on 
the lobby floor — three bullets injhis back* 

Time: a week or two later. Scene: the prison hospital at Leavenworth* 
A prisoner in the custody of a guard had entered the hospital and 
was address 4 by another free man in uniform, who evidentfy^fim slightly* 
\As triis was the period of the year when no coats were worm, and at 
a time when changes were being made in the official uniforms", it 
>l s i mpossible to say whether this second man belonged to the guard 
force or the medTcalf for ce of the institution.) 


"You are from I sol 
tne prisoner gave 


at ion 
him a 


aren’t you? 
’light nod of 


the man in uniform said as 
recognition. 



w 


"Have they got S@faay over there?" 

"Yes, he has been there several days. 

"How is he getting along? You know he was shot. 7/e had to dig a 
whole wrietwatch out of his arm." 


"He seems to be making it o.k., I guess. He' s not doing any whining 
or squawking; but he has plenty to think about. They are in a bad 
way. They'll hang them both, sure as Christ." 


t h 


replied the officer. "They will get a lot of time for thosey 


SHo 

bank jobs; but I do not think that they will even o try them^^ 

for the shooting. I don’t see how i they can. 1 


"How do you get that way? These guys haven’t got a Chinaman’s chanc 
to beat the rope, •‘■’hey are probably lucky, though, at that." There 
was a touch of bitterness in the prisoners voice. 


"You are wrong. He was killed with three slugs in the back from 
a forty-five automatic. Neither of these boys had forty-fives. They 
were using thirty-eights. He was sent out from Washington to make 
the pinch, h is fi rst assignment, over the heads of the oilmen 
Tn the "local office^ Suctr^ things create jealousy. I do not, think 
they will want to try these boys." 

listen," said the prisoner, earnestly, "you haint trying to 
con me?" 


"No, itts on the level." 

Sounds like some prison bull going the 
he added," You are sure of this?" 



rounds." And after a pause 


"Certainly I'm sure." 

"You mean, you know?" 

I 

"Yes, I know." 

?$hahks," said the prisoner. "They will want to know." 

Time: 10th of August, 1938, about 7 p.m. Scene: Isolation building 
at ^eavenworth. Souey and Applegate are talking from separate 
cells. They have to talk loud to heafi each other. They are 
comparing notes for the first time since their arrest; they have 
but thirty hours to live; they know that nothing they might say 
or do, c o uldL-a^aa^gtlp or hurt ttiem. T hey had been kidding each 
-o4>^5aDoutthe hanging for some little time when Applegate, drop- 
ping a more serious tone into his voice, said: 

”1 knew from the start we were all washe^fup. I am not going to do 
$ny whining about it; but, somehow, I can’t bring myself to feel 
that I rate this.” 

"Neither oan I," replied St&fcuay. "Ifell of a lot of good that is 
going to do either of us, though." 



Returning to the bantering tone, "Why, of course you rate. it," 
said Applegate. “You young squirts running around the country 
shooting policemen — they should hang you. Now, me--I am a respect- 
able old man who never shot anyone.” 

"To hell you didn't. You shot Baker. I never even saw him. I didn’t 
even know anyone was shot until we were out on the curb, getting 


into the car. 


he first shots I heard Same from that fellow 


( the expression by which Sofagy designated the position of the man 
who had fired the shots did not mean anything to his hearers). I 
fired two shots at him--over his^head, but close — and he ducked, 
^hen I turned and fired two shots at the guy in the cage. The first 
was bver his head, but the second time I shot right at him. I tried 
to kill him, and I don't see how I missed. The bullet^ struck the 
glass right in front of him.” 


"You can't tell where they will go when they hit that heavy glass. 
But on the level," and again he was speaking is a softer, more 
serious tone of voice, ’is what you've just been saying the McCoy?" 


"Certainly," replied Soiifly. "I never ssrw the man. I didn't know any- 
body was hit until we were getting into the car." 

"'.Veil, by God, I can't figure that out. When the shooting started, 

I spun around and fired twice. He was already shot. He was down on 
his knees facing me and saying, 1 *1 'meshot. ' Naturally, I thought 
you had shot him — he was down before I'd fired at all. I said, 

' Veil , what in hell do you expect running around trying to shoot 
people in the back?' " After a pause he added, "Well, its all 
over now. Lets not talk about it.j" 


/o 


f' 


There was a long pause; then Souey's voice came again. "Do you 
know, I heard something about that right after we were pinched. 

That was what I was trying to tell you that time in Kansas City. 

An' I just remember— — I forgot to :tell the mouthpiece anything about 
it." 

j 

"You'll have to tell him in hell,: now. Come onl lets talk about , 

something else. u ow is your home this evening?" And they went 
Jback to thei r usual pastime — the designin g, build ing,_decorating^/^‘ / 
“and f urnTihTng^ the dream homes / they wouldnTke® to build^if they / 

were free / and had unlimited f-s ^ 

Ap: legate's house was on the order of the large British country 
houses. A little affair of about: forty rooms. Souey's tastes were 
simpler and more modern. He did hot want over six rooms, but he 
wanted them provided with the most modern mechanical convenience. 


"Wham I i " As the rectanglar trap swung downward, two bodies shot, 
into the brilliantly-lighted space below the scaffold* The youth, 
Robert S obey, had been standing straight as an arrow — dropping 
like a plummet, he hung there, a limp, inert object, without even 
a quiver. 

The gray haired man, Gleflf Applegate, who a few hours before had 
been amusing himself by dreaming; of a palatial estate after the pdd 
manner of his native land, was not so lucky. His body swung crazily 

from right to left, showing that they had stood him to close to 




in 


the edge of the openings that he had struck that edge on the way 
down* Another blunder of the nervous hangsmen became at once apparent* 
They had given the shortest man the shortest rope* Their heads and 
.shoulders were screened by the trap, now hanging vertically, but 
Applegate " b feet did not reach down to the level of Sohfiy's knees* 

i 

Several men stepped toward the dangling figure of the strangling , 

man* As Applegate’s knees drew slowly upward in his effort to / 

breathe, one of the seamen grasped hi s^anglihe-^in the most eloquent 
gesture I have ever witnessed* Hiis whole body actually screamed 
his desire to throw his weight on those angles, and bring the affair 
to a sudden conclusion* Lacking thje practical sense of military 
men, however, our civil authorities have made no provision for a 
"coup de grace* And, as those heavily strapped legs strained upward-- 
like a gentle wave striking obliquely upon a sandy shore, like a 
solitary gust of wind rustling over a field of standing grain, 
a tittering wave of dry coughing passed over the assembled spect- 
ators* V/ith ea ch new struggle of the 'dying man, a new wave of coughing 
/^had^lTt^o rigTnl and- the foot of the gallows,. -■to spread, slowly, 
toward the margins of the grouped witnesses, like theni sturbance 
caused by a pebble kicked from the; shore of a pond. As the struggles 
grew weaker, the waves of caughing likewise grew weaker. At last 
the dangling body hung still and limi>; the ceughing ceased. 

/So, this was death by hanging? ..Surely a strange way to supprea ji^-<.'///A V 
fmurderf I now knew why public hanging s/fetflt- always had exactly 
i the opposite effect . No reasonable man, after watching this rather \ 

* dra1& Bpectical, could ever again s|tand in awe of the gallows; nor, | 

\ in fact, wholly escape it‘s certain! grim fascination — which, un- J ( 

l doubtedly, would suggest to weak minds, an effective and even pleas-/ 
..ant escape^from the toils of unsatisfactory existence. Stripped / 

!of the superstition and pageantry with which we surround it, death 
on the gallows^is really a very simple qgTfair. for the man of moderate 
courage, there is really nothing t;o ii. -f Efficiently managed, as 
in 'the case of So h^y,”it~'i's - nTeT r i. h a n instant. Yet, even when 
grossly and stupidly bungled, as in the case of Applegate, the 
I victim cannot possibly suffer a thousandth part of what, awaits 
i most of usjwho will die in our beds from such common ailments as 
i cancer, peritonitis, pneumonia, and heart disease. Compared with 
V the shear, gremsom®horror of our streets and highways, with the 
\ scenes enacted daily 7 -yes, almost |hourly--in the receiving wards 
\of cally great hospital® ^it becomes benign and beneficent. 

At the end of twenty minutes the bodies were cut~~down and^ carted 
away. An officer signaled the witnesses to pass out. One man-- I 
learned later that he was a D. J . — to „k a single step and then 
pitched forward on his face, as if jhe had been poled with an ax. 

The silence which up until this moment still hung over this small 
dark mass of humanity- -about which there was something suggestive 
of a blotch of black ink on a piece of clean, white paper, or bet- 
ter, a spot of black mould on the surface of a ripe mellon--\vas 
broken into a babble of voices. 

i 

"We have another d^iid one." 


"Doctor! Doctor!" 



:i4> ' 

’ v >'r 


r " \ 


; 'U'",?t- :: S-? 


"Here is the doctor." 

‘ ' ... ‘ ' ' ■ • "‘U : •. 

n ls he dead.Boc?" 

inen came the voice of the doctor* "He is in a dead faint," a?C he 
said* 

At a signal , carpenters fell upon the scaffold with crowbars and 1 
sledge hammers. The air was filled with the sound of the hammers;:!' 
the scream and screeck of drawn spikes; the clapPof falling lumber* 
Hy four o'clock all physical evidence of the execution had been 
removed. H ema i ne d. j only memories in the minds of men. - Said '- a guar d' 
ship ; ; ;■[. ■■■■■- 

"Ho, I did not care to see it* I know they went like good soldiers* 
God, I am going to miss that Applegate for a long time* He was 
the coolest, keenest witted , mo st pleasant natured man I have ever 
known. I never saw anyone with a nicer disposition. He always had 
something either pleasant or witty to say, and he could get a 
laugh out of anything*" j 


"That hoy Syia^y , " said another, "even had Applegate heat for cool- 
ness. He was of a quieter disposition , but he never turned a hair* 
He went as coolly and calmly ’ es. i;f he were going to lunch* My hat 
is off to him." 

"I would not have cared to have Seen it.either," said a third* 

"I could not feel that these boys should go that way — they were 
so likable; they always treated me so damn nice. I can't help but 
feel sorrv." 

"I could not bring myself to feel sorry for them," said another. 

"i do not think that they killed jthe man, but 1 think they got a 
break--a much better break than five years on that 'rock'." 

• i 

That was true. "They died but once," I said, thinging of Oscar 
Wilde's famous lines: 

"The coward dies a thousand deaths; 

The br a ve man only one*" 

/kno 

"F* r ,* • l * * ' ^ ° * ^ ^ 

ThfxT *j- G«o > / 

A/c S <s ^ af " V 
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Stetseral SEttreau of Sttueel *gatioit 
ESmioii States iUopartmottf of dust too 
Masljmgtott, SL <&. 

February 14, 1944 


MEMORANDUM FOR }'R . NIGHOL 
iti) 

Re: Robert Stroud 


rf f 


I V) anted to coll your attention to the 
attached column by YSestbrook Pealer which deals 
with the raising of canaries in Leavenworth Peni- 
tentiary by Robert Stroud . Tt is suggested that 
this be made a matter of record in the Stroud file « 


.Mr . T o'i s on 

Mr. F, . A TAra® 

Mr Cuts 

Mr. C<rdf cy 

Mr. a\s.'i‘s 

Mr. Ladd 

V, r . K j o '!•_ o 1 ;< 

Mr. iuosci, 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr.. Ca ■p';r 

Mr. Earfce. 

Mr. H'.cd.-s 

Mr. MsQuirs 

Kr . Mumf ord. '■ 

•i. r. Riper 

Mr , Q u i nn T amra 

Tele, lieom 

Mr. Naasc 

Mies Beciim 

Mieo Gandy 


Respectfully s 



Mr.'Tolso'*_ 

«jr it\ 

ivir . & • 

Mr. Clsgg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nichols. 
Mr. Rosea 


Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Acers. 

Mr. Carson. 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Mumford. 
Mr. Starke 


Mr. Quinn Tamm — 

Mr. Nease, 

Miss Gandv 


Fair Enough 



VTEW YORK, Feb. 10— Some weeks 
IN ago there came in the mail from 
Minneapolis one of those privately pub- 
lished books which non-professional 
authors are forever sending out to per 
sons haying access ■ to 
tvoe ■ This one was called ...Strouds 
Digest of j fcg. Disease of. Bjrds and 
alter r^lance, X landed it on to a 
friend who runs a large chicken farm, 
believing it might be useful in his 
business. The book was soon followed 
bv a letter ^revealing that the author, 

J Robert Stroud, had been a prisoner in 

solitary confinement at Leavenworth. Prison since 1916 
and had recently been- transferred to Alcatraz where he 

wodM be SJ to continue his experiments on birds! 
Meanwhile, my friend, the chicken farmer, reported that 
the book was very good, revealing long and intelligent 
study and experiment and containing many excellent 
drawings to illustrate the identifying sign of such mala- 
dies and injuries as birds, a,nd particularly canaries, are 

Pr Hei^' then, Is the story of Robert Stroud who has 
bred raised and nursed canaries thru many .years of 
isolation from all but the most necessary and formal 
relation with other human beings, and who, with the 
possible exception of the late Jesse Pomeroy, has spent 

r ' I . -• .1 •!_ A rv-i ovioc 'O DVlCriDPr 


ly 



jiartender’s quarters and shot him- dead, robbed him ^ 
l uch money as he had in his clothes and brought jjt 
home. For this he got 12 years and was sent to McNeill 
Island Prison where he served 28 months and was trans- 
ferred to LeaVenworth. There,, in 1916, he stabbed a 
guard dead with a handmade knife. He was convicted 
of murder and sentenced to hang- but was "spared on a 
commutation to life by Woodrow Wilson on his own rep- 
resentation that the guard had been persecuting him.. 

I * * *. . 

T HE warden of Leavenworth, taking no more chances, 
put him in solitary where Stroud, casting about for 
a hobby, began to show interest in canaries. The warden 
let him have a few bird's, got him .a microscope and 
literature and presently there were canaries all over 
the place. 

Stroud experimented with breeds, feeding and medicines 
to cure their ills. He casually • mentions that in the 
summer of 1938 he was “engaged in some experiments 
with canaries, to produce pastel pink and lavender 
plumage by feeding them on organic dyestuffs. He even 
describes methods of setting, splinting and restricting the 
use of broken wings and legs. . .i- ’ 

Stroud, now 53 years old and having spent 11 mpre 
years of his life in solitary than he ever spent free as 
a child and young man, probably will die in prison as 
a restricted inmate. He was sent to Alcatraz in December, 
1942, for reasons which the Bureau of Prisoners con- 

- T _ % 3 TT: ~ Unnl. 1 Vlip -Fv»1 r-»Y1 /-I cf 
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taoirtoTlh y soli toy muTuv other* A^'ericanprisoner. Riders to be good. His book is "dedicated to his frienft 
more unit , „ * I and to his enemies “whose mean, little, or thieving soul^ 

rtaROUD at the age of 19, was setting himself up in actuated by spite, bigotry, jealousy, sadism,. vindictivenesj 
O the business of pander in Juneau, Alaska, with a " or ignorance, by their very opposition have stimulated ^ 
stable of one prostitute. One" morning the lady came j to greater effort and accomplishment than would have 
home from an engagement with a bartender and reported otherwise been impossible for me. 
that lie had paid her only $2. Stroud went to the He no longer has .his canaries. . . . . 



WASHINGTON NEWS 

p P . 2 — — - 






-Mr. E. A. T £ 
-Mr. Clegg 
_Mr. Glavin 
_Mr . Ladd 
_Mr. Nichols 
-Mr. Rosen 
_Mr. Tracy 
_Mr . Egan 
_Miss Gandy 
-Mr. Gurnea 


_Mr . Harho 
_Mr. Hendon 


..Mr. 
_Mr. 
_Mr. 
_Mr . 
-Mr . 
-Mr. 
_Mr. 
-Mr. 
_Mr. 
-Mr . 
.Mr. 


_Mr. 


Carlson 

Donaldson 

Foard 

Gatins 

Grassy 

Hicks 

McCahe 

Meyers 

Muzzey 

F. T. «Mc Intyre 

Eo'oey 

Rogers 



i-jPhone me 

- FHLBB Building _llllsend file 

Quantico — ’ — tNote and return 

Please handle 

Boom Please forward 



“•JOHN Ftf&ftR HSSVEK 
t 


CC-287 


DIRECTOR 



3te&era:l Mixzeatx of Jriuoatigatton 
'ISmfoix -§f atea 3epnti ment of 3«af!ro 
UJaaljmgtott, 20- CL 


MAJ :BH 


February 84 y 1944 


MEMORANDUM FOR 


NICHOLS 


/ 


O 

Of 


r You will recall that in 

Pegler has written two columns on 
individual serving a life sentence 
authority on canarie s. 


in recent^oeeks Westbrook Mr 
on Robe rrr St ro ud . an T , 


quite 


We have secured from the Congressional Library 1 * - 

a copy of the book entitled "Di sease s of Canarie s" written 

by Stroud and published by the Canary Publi shers Company s 
Kansas Cityj Missouri } in 1933. The book was edited by 
Herbert C. Sanborn j Ph-.B.j Vanderbilt University. While the 
book is of no interest from the standpoint of law enforcement } 
it appears to be a rather thorough treatise on canary di seases. 
Some of the chapters are headed "Anatomy j " "My Own Method of 
Feeding 3 " "The Moult 3 " "Infectious Necrosis of Canarie Sj " and 
"My Bird is Bead. " 

We have also borrowed from the Congre ssional Library 
a copy of the January 1943 3 issue of "American Canary Magazine " 
which contains on page 18 and 19 an article by Stroud entitled ■ 

" I Wonder." Page 19 contains an announcement of "Stroud's 
Bigest on the Biseases of BirdSj" which will sell for $5.00. 

A photo static copy of the article and this announcement is 
attached. 

While we will not be able to borrow a copy of 
"Stroud's Bigest on the Biseases of Birds" this matter will 
be followed and an attempt will be made later to review a 
copy of this just as a matter of po s sible interest. 

Respectfully j 
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I WONDER 

By ROBERT STROUD 


DROBABLY every man and woman who has ever 
I dedicated himself or herself to a worthy task 
has sooner or later reached the place where it was 
necessary to ask and answer the questions : “Am i 
a fool ? Is this thing to which I have given myself 
and so much of my time and effort really of im- 
portance and value, or am I simply deluding my- 
self, fretting away my life in the service of those 
who do not wish to be served?” Having reached 
that point in my own life, I have decided to put 
the question fairly and frankly up to you. 

Many years before most of you were born, a 
young man with an insatiable craving for knowl- 
edge. but no formal schooling, entered a United 
States penitentiary. Entered it with the firm re- 
solve to add something useful to his knowledge 
every day. He studied mathematics; chemistry, as 
far as possible* without. a laboratory; physics, geol- 
ogy ; astronomy ; and he read incessantly anything 
he could get, hold of'peraihihg to medicine and the 
biological sciences in general. This went on for 
seven years. Then this young man found himself 
, in|a*:solitary cell; under sentence of death, and un- 
der, these circumstances, he developed a distaste for 
the mental concentration essential to the pursuit of 
abstract science and, so, turned to the less arduous 
studies' of music; language and drawing. 

'After four years under sentence of death, he 
found himself facing a life sentence in solitary 
confinement, and in the hope of being able to earn 
the money with which to supply his small needs,- 
he took up the breeding of canaries, which provided 
him with his first opportunity to turn his studies 
of the biological sciences to some account. Through- 
out these years, however, he had been drifting like 
a ship without a rudder. He studied to be study- 
ing-This, that and the other thing — whatever of 
interest presented itself, but with no goal beyond 
the needs of interests of the moment. 

Carefully he built up a flock of fine birds and, 
as he lived in the room with them, he had them 
under constant observation twenty-four hours per 
day. He learned their every normal mood and ac- 
tion. When one died or was killed, he dissected 
it and studied the appearance of each organ until all 
of the structure of normal bird anatomy was as 
familiar to him as his own hands, which w'ere his 
principal and often his only tools. 

Then one day, a contagious disease struck his 
flock. He saw loved nets dying like flies and was 
powerless to do anything for them. Frantically, 
he appealed to Government and State laboratories 
for assistance; frantically, he dispatched letters to 
large publishing houses for books on bird and poul- 
try diseases ; and, frantically, he waded through 
their pages, until the conclusionu was gradually- 
forced upon him that none of the writers knew what 
they were writing about : that bird medicine, as a 
science, simply did not exist It was then, with half 
of his flock already dead and the other half sick 
and dving, that he dedicated himself to the proposi- 
tion that fewer birds should suffer and die because 
their diseases were not understood. 

Yes. as many of you probably have already 
guessed, this young man was myself. 

Realizing that I could depend only upon my- 
self T began calling up half forgotten ideas gath- 
ered in my studies of chemistry and biology, ap- 
plying them to the problem at hand. I made culture 


media from 'the fried liver served for my dinner 
and wood glue, and cultivated the disease germs in 
medicine bottles. I identified the disease of my 
flock and cured it. Then. I identified other dis- 
eases and cured them, writing my findings for your 
benefit — sometimes with permission, sometimes 
without. ; In 1932 I wrote a little book. “Diseases ' 
of Canaries,” which was published by E. J. Powell" 
of Kansas City, and many of you have been kind 
enough to tell me that it is the best thing on bird 
diseases, that has ever come to your attention. .Be 
that as it may, I have never received one dime 
royalty Tor this work and have been prevented from 
prosecuting infringement claims against Mr. Powell. 

Regardless of all this and in spite of any diffi- 
culties I may have had, I have never ceased or 
slackened my pace in my study of bird diseases. I 
have taught myself bacteriology, histology and 
pathology. I have developed a complete system of 
microscopic technique and I have carried on a more 
extensive experimentation in avian therapeutics 
than any person who has ever lived— with the re- 
sult that I have been able to find a cure for every 
contagious or infectious disease with which I have 
worked, and I have worked with practically every 
disease to which canaries are susceptible. As a 
side issue. I have also carried on extensive re- 
searches into the causes of a number of little- 
understood conditions. 

Throughout the years, I have received thousands 
of -appeals for help from bird breeders and poultry- 
m^n who had contagious diseases in their flocks, 
and I have never been too busy or too tired to 
answer every one of these letters the day it was 
received, though I cannot say that those having 
jurisdiction over me have always been so thought- 
ful of your need for haste which, of course, was 
not my fault. Through these letters, I have been 
able to test my findings on practically all species 
of birds, ranging from finches to ostriches. 

Now, I have put the practical results of more 
than thirty years of intensive study into a book, 
“Stroud’s Digest of the Diseases of Birds,” from 
which you have been able to read many extracts 
in jthe pages of this magazine during the last year. 

I fear, however, that these extracts have given you 
a limited impression of the scope of this work, 
bi t a few brief statements concerning its contents 
will correct that. 

;The main section of the book consists of more 
than three hundred alphabetically arranged head- 
ings under which are discussed the extant knowl- 
edge of bird diseases, coupled with a complete re- 
port of my own researches. All of my processes 
and formulae are given in detail— and it may in- 
terest you to know that not one of the articles that 
have appeared in this magazine has contained more 
than a fraction of what I have written on the sub- 
jects discussed. There are more than five hundred 
cross references and over a hundred notes, by 
means of which it is possible for the breeder to 
start with any symptom or lesion observed in his 
birds, trace down the disease, make the diagnosis 
and learn all that there is known about that par- 
ticular disease within a matter of minutes. THE 
KNOWLEDGE YOU WANT, WHEN YOU 
WANT IT. This section is illustrated with eighty- 
seven plates, containing two hundred and ten ana- 
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tomical, histological; land, .pathological drawings. 
. .There are gross sketches and microscopic drawings 
' . of every body structure in sickness' and in health. 

‘ I; do not think ; it is necessary Ho' say anything 
^.concerning .the clarity, ( of my style of writing, since 
you have all .seen; plenty of samples ; but, in order 
P^«,it6»j>e sure that the book was not over, .the head of 
my most unlettered reader; I have added a supple- 
ment which , contains a glossary of five hundred 
ninety-eight technical terms used in the text, con- 
■ ; cerning each .of- which I have given the most mpd- 
;^;lern:spelling, other spellings met .with in the litera- 
ture. the pronunciation; the Greek and Latin root 
pStwords and their 1 meaning, the original meaning of 
li the term and what it has come to -mean through 
l i the ' usages of the very best writers; ,1 

.. ar : v Uln addition to the glossary, this stipplcment.cpn- 
tains much other scientific information concerning 
my own histological and pathological techniques; 
^.whfchkw|ll;; of* course, be of little value to the bird, 

: breeder, l.but' of great value to anyone wishing to 
.... - carry oh .independent research. V. 

; .iDuring-. the past year, many of you have told 
: tne that you are anxiously awaiting the publication 
of this book, but to return to the question . in my 
first paragraph and the heading of this article — I 
WONDER if you actually do want it. If so, how 
; badly do you want it ? The book will run betwfeerr 
six and seven hundred pages ; it will be printed on 


good paner and bound in a good grade of "imita- 
tion leather , and it will contain; more information 
on bird diseases than all other writings ii: the Eng- 
lish " language., combined ; but to bring the first ; 
edition to you will involve, a printing; and binding i 
•bill of $5,000 — and I am still m my solitary- cell — 
.my; only source of; income, the few birds I am per- 
mitted; to raise. : , , 1 ' 

So, I wonder, do you want this, book, or should 
I throw it in my ashcan? I could', maybe, turn it 
over to some one to publish for me, but 1 have 
no 1 intention of being gypped the second time. If 
one thousand of you, which is only a fraction 'of i 
the number I have personally helped throughout 
the years, want this book badly enough to place 
your order at once, with the understanding that 
you will have to wait at least three months for 
delivery, I will be able; to bring it to you. .But, 
if each of you figure — let George do it — I will place 
my order later when it is more convenient— you 
will have contributed to closing the door to an un- 
derstanding of bird diseases in your own faces, and 
when contagion strikes your flocks, you will cry 
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We are now accepting advance orders for STROUD'S DIGEST, the most remarkable 
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Edition Limited— ORDER NOW! 
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Fair Enough 


pHlCAGO, Feb. 21— Perhaps I should 
VI not have written about Robert 
Strod, the murderer who has .spent the 
last 28 years in solitary confinement in 
Leavenworth and. Alcatraz, because 
now his press agent is all over me 
with propaganda about his wonderful 
service to society in developing reme- 
dies. for the diseases of birds and I 
can see no other sale' course than to 
keep him locked up, and in solitary, 
until he dies. If it Could be ‘arranged 
to let him resume his studies that 
might be a good idea for he apparently 
has done work of considerable value to the poultry in-, 
•dustry. His press agent, L. G. Marcus, of Minneapolis, 
says that if the prison . authorities would really give 
the man facilities he could greatly curtail the loss of 
poultry, especially turkeys. He says also that Stroud has 
a way to shorten the war by means' of something that 
could be made cheaply in any brewery, but I don’t believe 
that. 



*OT3T if Stroud should be deemed to have a right to 
keep canaries and peddle them, then the next? man 
would have an equal right to raise dogs or goats or 
pigeons and complications, would .ensue .quickly, .And the 
fact is that he did enjoy remarkable special privileges 
for a long time and lost them only because he has an 
ornery streak which makes him an imminent menace' 
to his fellowmen and began to take serious liberties a 
little over a year ago. 


By Westbrook Peg.. 

There are a.' number of remarkable prisoners in Federal I 
and state institutions who have whiled away the days | 
and years and stood off the rot by study. One is a| 
mathematician and another from whom I receive oe- I 
casional letters smuggled into the mail, has become an 
impressive writer altho he was just an ignorant, mur- 
derous little gutter-snipe when he went up more than . 
*g0 years ago. ~ 

• * * 

QTROUD feels very sorry for himself and so do the 
^ members of the little cult of canary breeders who 
think he should be allowed to carry on his work. They 
have lost sight of the- fact that he is twice a killer and 
once was condemned. However, it would be cruel not to 
try to imagine his own frame of mind and he certainly 
has good reason to feel that he has done something to 
justify that gift. It is hardly a question now of' payment 
of his debt .to society. The weight of that debt cannot 
be measured against his contribution to the world but his 
record proves that he is not a man to be trusted at liberty. 

• 'The prison system might, however, find a way to make 
use of its Strouds. He could still be kept guarded in 
solitary and allowed to have his birds and continue his 
contributions to knowledge 'of an important subject in 
which few men possess equal information because so few 
are interested. That, however, is about the best, that 
can be said for Stroud. ' . , 
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You will recall that in recent weeks Westbrook 
Pegler has written two columns on Robert Stroud , an 
individual serving a life sentence vfltti is quite an 
authority on canaries « ■ || 

We have secured from the Congressional Library 
a copy of the book entitled "Diseases" of Canaries" written 
by Stroud and published by the Canary Publishers Company, 

Kansas City, Missouri, in 1933 . The book was edited by 
Herbert C. Sanborn, Ph.D., Vanderbilt} University. While the 
book is of no interest from the standpoint of law enforcement , 
it appears to be a rather thorough tffatise on canary diseases* 
Some of the chapters are headed "Anatomy," "My Own Method of 
Feeding," "The Moult," "Infectious Debra sis of Canaries, " and 
"My Bird is Dead." I* , ^ 

* • Jj _ ■ 

We have also borrowed from the Congressional Library 
a copy of the January, 1943, issue of "American Canary Maga&tne" 
which contains on page 18 and 19 an article by Stroud entitled 
"I Wonder." Page 19 contains an announcement of "Stroud 's 
Digest on the Diseases of Birds," which will sell for $3.00. 

A photostatic copy of the article and this announcement is 
attached. ’ 

'! . A 




» . 


While we will no t be~dble to do rrow a copy of 
"Stroud's Digest on the Diseases of Birds" this matter will 
be followed and an attempt will be made later to review a 
copy v of this Just as a matter of possible interest. 
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SUBJECT: 'NiBIRDMAN OF. ALCATRAZ" 

\ The Story of Robert Stroud, 

Thomas E. Gaddis, Random House, 
New York, 1955 
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Mr. Par.- <ns_ 

Sir. Rosen 

Sir. Tcnnn 

Sir. Sis i.) 

Sir. \Yinterro\vcL 

Tele. Room 

Sir. Holljman 

SHss Gandy. 



I have. 

hppn 

p.nnf identl ally advised 

bv 1 

1. our 

good contact 

here, who also! 




■chat; the 

above -captioned" 

book 

contains some comments 

concern] 

mg you. 


The pre-release "review" copy is apparently out and 
concerns itself with Stroud's life at Alcatraz where he is 
allegedly lifetime confined for murder. Stroud supposedly has 
the longest record of solitary confinement in the United States 
and developed a hobby of raising canaries. 


tells me that in the book there is an incident 

related reflecting that you saw the man in 1936 and bought a 
ten-dollar canary for your mother with a guarantee that if it 
weren't any good he would replace it. Allegedly the bird turned 
out not to be a singer, and the story is told that he replaced it 
but that prison officials were circulating "nationwide" that 
'Stroud had sold you a painted sparrow instead of a canary. I 
[know nothing more concerning the incident but thought you ought to 
'know about the book. ___ 

Co 0 a # Ttrte* S £ Coff' cX n tfj 

Of odd interest here is the f act that | 

I has .just n ow been assigned 
Confidentially, 
is being held y 


to the local CIC Unit at[ 


according to the supervisor of the group, | | ib ucmg uexy 

ho-do-applicant background work "where he can do us no harm. " f .. 


i 


Ti 


who is 


-year-old, single chap, is apparently going to 
be here' for a couple of years. He attended CIC school, was 
assigned to G-2 at San Francisco, and was asked by the Colonel 
in char ge there where he would like to b e assigned, a nd thus got 
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SUBJECT: 
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SYNOPSIS. '& 


RDMA1L OF ALCATRAZ .. _ 

e Story . of Robert Stroud 

loofZriE r‘ SaddU ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN |S UNCLASSIFIED . r , 

DAT E _ BYW felW 9 OT 

This memorandum summarises captioned book , | 

~] a good contact of Seattle Off ice ', 
brought book to attemzon of &a<j, oeattle , who advised Bureau by letter 
dated September 15, 1955 , Author Gaddis has been engaged in social and 
probation work for Los Angeles County, Calif ,, since 1944 • Bufiles re- 
flect Internal Security-R investigation (never completed) during 1941 - 
1942 on man believed identical with author • Bufile 62-75147-26-408 
reflects Gaddis fired from position of deputy probation officer for Los 
Angeles County because of insubordination , conduct unbecoming a deputy 
probation officer and improper activities on official county time * 
Gaddis appealed to County Civil Service Commission , but on November 20, 
1951, his dismissal was upheld , 



.a 


The book concerns the life of Rober-t Stroud, a twice-convicted 
murderer, who has spent the last 46 years in prison), 39 of them in soli- 
tary confinement . For a period while incarcerated at Leavenworth Peni- 
tentiary, Stroud raised canaries in his cell* In reviewer's opinion , 
author is attempting to create sympathy for his subject * 


\l 


Book makes several references to FBI, Innocuous references 
pages 211 and 294, On page 242 author states: "Alcatraz was in busines 

and the FBI agent became a national hero. But while spectacular gang- 
sters were broken, the larger gangs found substitutes for illegal liquor 
traffic, and deepened their merger with political machines," The latter 
sentence could be attempt to disparage work of FBI, Y . 

* Y' ^ . 

On page 247 author states Director visited Stroud in his gell 
\at Leavenworth in 1936 and purchased a canary* Author states that al- 
though Stroud guaranteed to replace the bird if it did not sing, and 
actually did so, prison officials later circulated gossip that Stroud 
t\had sold the Director' a painted sparrow, * Bufiles concerning Stroud make 

sold to 'the Director, ^ ^ 

'sppsju <v y W djt»ev*v^ * 

Finally , on page 306, aidmor states that following the attempted 

prison break at Alcatraz in 1946 , The FBI swept in down criminal 

evidence for indictments of prisoners on conspirac-ij and first-de.gree 


t i /t-uu oujLKL one u v rev ov r u jju*onoe 

j I no mention of canary allegedly 


murder. 



scores of & mivicts were 
BECORDED -12 


ULG:ulg 

*0^ 


‘NDEXED -12 



cells 





mmcoRoro con fjc-ed 





Memorandum for Mr, Nichols 


for grilling by Government agents, n 


September 28 ^ 1955 


Bufile 70-12090 reflects Bureau Agents interviewed inmates 
in position to witness any events of interest to investigation of attempted 
prison break. Technicians of FBI examined firearms and latent finger- 
prints and testified at subsequent trial of three convicts convicted 
of murder. 
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September 28,. 1955 


The book n Birdman of Alcatraz, • The Story of Robert Stroud ," 



AUTHOR. THOMAS E. GADDIS 
^ • 

Thomas E^fufaddi s , . born in Denver . Colorado . was educated at 
St. Thomas "Military Academy andTthe University o f Minnes ota. A resident 
of Los Angeles , Qal.ifo.rnia , since 1944 , he has been actTveTy engaged in 
social and probation work for Los Angeles County. Also active in the 
public-relations field, Mr. Gaddis was publicity director for the San 
Fernando Community Chest and for the American Red Cross in nine areas. 


Holding a B.A. degree from the University of Minnesota, Gaddis 
received a fellowship at the University of I.ow.a where he did graduate 
work and taught English . "Birdman of Alcatraz" is his first book. Mr. 
Gaddis has spent several years on the research and writing of this 
book. ( From "About the Author " on the book jacket) 

Bufiles reflect that Thomas Eugene Gaddis, believed identical 
with the author, was the subject of gn Internal Security - R investiga- 
tion originating at Omaha, Nebraska, during 1941-1942 . It was alleged 
that Thomas E. Gaddis had made a false affidavit in executing WFA Form 
608 (Affidavit Required by the Emergency Relief Appropriation Act Fiscal 
Year 1941) to the Work Projects Administration, stating he was not a 
Communist. The investigation was not completed as subject Gaddis 
terminated his employment with WFA on July 3, 1941. (100-14752&) 


A General Investigative Intelligence Report, Los Angeles 
Division, for the period July 1, 1951, to December 31, 1951 , ( 62-75147 - 
26-408) mentions one Thomas E. Gaddis on page 83. This report indicate s 
that Thomas E. Gaddis, a deputy probation officer for Los Angeles County, 
was fired because of insubordination, conduct unbecoming a deputy proba 
tion officer and improper activities on official county time. Gaddis 
immediately ; p etitioned the Superior Court to reinst ate him, at the same 


b6 
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time accusing | | and other officers of 

" usurping power " to deprive him unjustly of his position. All the charges 
agai nst Gaddis re portedly centered on his purported unethical association 

a probationer then serving time in the County Jail. It 


with 


was charged that Gaddis had busirLejs^. 
contacts on many occasions after \ 
that all of these contacts were of a secret nature, 
case records of the Probation Department. 


stealings with[ 

had been placed 


_] as well as social 
on probation and 
unrecorded in official 


The Los Angeles "Times" reported Farr's version of the alleged 
association with Gaddis, as issued in a statement from his jail cell, 
that he had been paid $ 250 by Gaddis for "ghostwriting" material on 


— 2 









Memorandum, for Mr, Nichols September 28, 1955 

probation activities in general • Farr also reportedly disclosed 'that' 
at Gaddis' behest he made a report more or less critical of Zuck's 
administration . In November , 1951 , the newspapers reported that Farr 
testified before the County Civil Service Commission, saying that he 
had been hired by Gaddis to work on a n public relati ons project n de- 
signed to discredit the County Probation Department administration . 


On N ovember 20, 1951, the County Civil Service Commission 
upheld dismissal of Gaddis as a deputy probation officer . 
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THE BOOK 


The booh, ,r Birdman of Alcatraz," purports to be a "...true 
story of the prisoner with the longest record of solitary confinement 
in the United States-who became a leading authority on birds" - Robert 
Stroud » The author carries you through the entire life of his subject, 
Robert Stroud, from his birth, his childhood, his conviction for murder 
at the age of 18, and his subsequent imprisonment. Throughout the 
entire book, the author builds up a sympathetic appeal for his subject f 
who has spent the last 46 years in prison, 39 of them in solitary con- 
finement. In 1916 , having served nearly seven of his original twelve- 
year sentence, Stroud stabbed a prison guard. He was subsequently con- 
victed and sentenced to hang ; however, his sentence was commuted to 
life imprisonment by President Wilson • He subsequently became interested 
in raising canaries and later was permitted to raise them in his cell 
at Leavenworth. 

In the reviewer's opinion, the author is attempting to put 
the worst possible light on the prison system and the law which keeps 
Robert Stroud in prison over all these years. 


MENTION OF THE FBI 

* 

There are several references to the FBI and the Director , 
some of which may be construed as being critical • All references are 
set out in detail belowt 

On page 211, referring to the crime conditions of the 1930s, 
the author states: " The Department of Justice tightened its organisa- 

tion and struck out at the rampant underworld with the fist of the 
FBI * n 

On page 242, the author states: n Alcatraz was in business, 

and the FBI agent became a national hero," However, the author follows 
that sentence with: " But while spectacular gangsters were broken, the 

larger gangs found substitutes for illegal liquor traffic, and deepened 
their merger with political machines." This latter sentence could be 
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Memorandum, for Mr* Nichols September 28 3 1955 

an attempt on the part of the author to disparage the work of the 
FBI. 


The author states on page 247 that the Director visited 
Stroud in his cell at Leavenworth in the late summer of 1936 3 at 
which time the Director allegedly purchased a canary for the sum 
of $10. According to the author 3 Stroud told the Director that the 
bird was young and untried 9 but guaranteed to replace it if it didn't 
.sing* Stroud sent the canary to the Director's mother 3 enclosing a 
letter in which he stated he would replace the bird if it was not 
in top condition * The author concludes this portion by saying: 

" Despite his efforts 3 Stroud heard that his bird had not performed 3 
displeasing Mr* Hoover • Stroud replaced the ten-dollar bird with a 
twenty-five-dolhr one* Years later 3 however 3 Stroud was nettled by 
gossip which he claimed prison officials were circulating 'nation- 
wide' from Washington: that he 3 The Eirdman 3 had sold J * Edgar 
Hoover a painted sparrow for ten dollars* Stroud was more offended 
by this than by graver accusati ons* A painted sparrow * The convict 
never forgot the matter. Many years later he answered the 'libel and 
discredit ' to his avian reputation by inserting his reply as 'Exhibit 
A' in a sworn court document *" 

Bufiles concerning Stroud make no mention of the canary 
allegedly sold to the Director. 

Referring to the attempted prison break at Alcatraz in 
1946 3 the author states on page 294 that Warden Johnson "..wired 
the Coast Guard 3 the San Francisco Police Department 3 the Army f the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons 3 the FBI 9 press associations and San Fran- 
cisco daily newspapers 

On page 306 3 he says j with reference to activities following 
the attempted break 3 "The Rock was shut tight under the angry scrutiny 
of trigger-conscious guards* The FBI swept in to tie down criminal 
evidence for indictments of prisoners on conspiracy and first-degree 
murder* One by one 3 scores of convicts were racked out of their cells 
for grilling by Government agents 

Bufile 70-12090 reflects Bureau Agents interviewed all inmates 
.reported by Associate Warden to be in the cell houses 'and in a position 
to witness any events of interest to the investigation of the attempted 
prison break* In addition 3 technicians of the FBI conducted examinations 
of firearms 3 including guns and ammunition 3 and latent fingerprints 3 and 
FBI Agents testified at the subsequent trial of three of the convicts 
who were convicted of murder. 
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Tour letter dated February 7 3 1956 3 has been 
received 3 and I an acknowledging it in Mr. Hoover* s 
absence fron the city. 

I must advise that this Bureau has no material 
available for distribution regarding Robert Stroud. I 
thought you night like to know that Mr. Hoover saw 
Robert Stroud in the United States Penitentiary at Leaven - 
worth , Lansas s and that Mr. Hoover did purchase a canary 
fron him . 


Sincerely yours 3 


Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 


t 

Tolson 

Boardman 

Nichols 

Belmont 

Harbo 

Mohr . 

Parsons 

Rosen . 

Tamm 

Sizoo 

Wnterrowd 

Tele. Room 

Holloman 

Gandy .... 

. f Lb 


NOTE: Bufile 62-25004 reflects the Director did purchase 

a canary from Stroud * Stroud is a twice- convicted murder er 
who has spent about 46 years in prison and who raised 
canaries in his cell . He was n .the subj ect of the book 3 
" Bird Man of Alcatraz 11 by Thom^s'iE?.’ Gaddis . 
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February 7$, 1956 


J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.G. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

X- am interested in -writing my therm 
Stroud, how a prisoner at Alcatraz. 

Leavenworth, you purchased a canary 
supposed to have experimented . -with his canaries. 

I f ull y realize you are a busy man and I appreciate that 
fact, but could you please send me any information you 
might have? 

T h ank you very much far - as you are able to help me. 

Yours truly. 


theme about Robert 
While he was at 
from him. He was 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of justice 
Washington 

D.C. 
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Assistant Attorney General 
Uarren Olney III 
~*Y . Pi* A — * -' 5 . 


' ;> bircSetor, FBI*' ^ ^ r 
ROBsai sir , cud 
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Rot-fit 


July 11, lose 
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Mo.hf 


Parsoiis 

Itcsea 

Taanm _ 

Bensc 

Winscfrowij _ 

Tele. Rocra . 
HoUoiTscn — 
Gandy 


Inclosed for your information is a copy of 
an anonymous communication addressed to ca concerning 
}p.o captioned individual*. 

Y (\ 

cm^sur© U , 

c<yl Jnsee V* Esnr&tt (Aith cony ry: ^enclosure) 
f Director* \tjr -■ .* : 

Bureau of Prisons 

JGLidls „ gy /**"' * 

(5) 

NOTE: Stroud is a twice convicted, .murderer who has 

spent about 46 years in prison and who raised 
canaries in' ‘ jail* 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION * 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


To! son, / 

vv 

BoardmarfC 


July 3, 1956 

'~*2 


"Wr. Belmont 
Mr. Mason 
Mr. Mohr^ 

Mr - par tew 

Mr. Rosjn rK 
Mr. Tanm 




Mr. Jones. 
Mr. Nease. 


Mr. Winterrowd. 
Tele. Room 


Bureau files reflect that the Director 
saw Stroud in the U. S. Penitentiary 
at Leavenworth in 1936 and 

purchased a canary from him. Mr. Holloman. 

Stroud is a twice- convicted murderer Miss Holmes 
who has spent about 46 years in Miss Gand y- 
prison and who raised canaries in his cell. He v 
was the subject of the book "Bird Man of Alcatrazpr 
by Thomas L. Gaddis. n \iP b7c 
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Detroit, Michigan. June 20, 1956* 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation - s"-i *. ♦ 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir; 

It may be of of interest to you to have the following 
information. 
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The writer has been inf ormed that Attorneys [ 


and 


f 


of Sacramento Calif have filed 
a petition with the Clerk of the U.S. District Court in San* 
Francisco on May 18, 195$ in behalf of their client Eobert 
Stroud who is confined in Alcatraz Prison. She petition is for 
Injunctive Belief, Judicial Beview and Declaratory Belief. The 
Bespondents in this case are { The United states of America } 

P*J* Madigan Warden of Alcatraz, J.Y. Bennett, Director of 
Federal Prisons. Herbert Brownell, Jr. u«s. Attorney general. 

When this case comes before the United States District 
Court, I am certain it will be outstanding according to all the 
particulars contained in the petition, STo. 25494. 

The book recently published by Bandom-HOttse entitled- 
( Biramam of Alcatraz ) describes the life story of Mr* Stroud 
the world famous Canary Bird Doctor whom you met in Deavenworth 
some years ago. After all he has done in the interests of thousands 
upon thousands in more ways than one , they mastered the move and 
have kept this brilliant man in a lonely" cell , all alone and has 
been treated worse than a stray mongrel dog. The late Frank Murphy 
whom you got to know pretty well, who was the Attorney general 
of the United states a few years ago referred to Alcatraz as a 
Hell hole* 

As you well know, Alcatraz has been referred to as the 
Bock. It has not been rocked or even rolled recently, but I am 
informed and you have also that there is plenty of talk on the 
inside circles in Washington about this particular place. You mayy 
be sure that this particular Bock will roll in the near future . — t 

r % 

Mr. Stroud has fought and shook the mighty, next he will 
start the real classic in the U.S. District Court in San Francisco 
with the Alcatraz Bock and Boil. I am sure that President Eisenhower 
will not like it, believe it or not. I will be anxious to ascertain 
what excuses or phoney remarks or stock replys J.Y. Bennett will 
have to offer when he tries to defend himseif in Court. Elvis Presley 
could strut across the stage wearing a ball and chain while the 

piiBo51 ® 0 « 2 v te mm if- 2 T onex r^s-3 

I trust this info will “be of passing interest. I understand 
that they intend to make this ^^international issue® Your friend*? 
Walter Winchell has been informed of this action. 


JL'L 3.3 1938 


Sincerely, 




Anonymous 




August 13, 1956 
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Your letter postmarked August 2, 1956, has s 
been received during Mr. Hoover’ s absence from the city, dhd 
I am acknowledging it for him. & 


C- 

& 

* 


In regard to your request, since the FBI has no 
authority to inject itself into matters involving parole and 
probation, I am malting a copy of your letter available to the 
Parole Executive, Board of Parole, U. S. Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 


Although I know Mr. Hoover will sincerely appreciate 
your offer to send him the book entitled ” Bird Man of Alcatraz” by 
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omas Gaddis,, I thought you might like to know that Mr. Hoover 

— 11-i _ Sty! ♦„ i tit - 


as tliis book in his library. 




Sincerely yours, 


<? 


.A 
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Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 


/ 

i ' 


Copy of incohung sent by form to Board of Parole 
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Ihols . 


far dm an . 
llmont __ 
son 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in.Bufiles. Bufile 62-25004 
reflects the Director did purchase a canary from Stroud. J Stroud is a 
twipq 0o£i^cf£d .murderer who has spent about 46 years in prison and 
wlfa^aised and studied canaries in his cell. , ' 
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Mr. John E. Hoover 
Washington, D.C. 
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My dear Mr. Hoover 


Several months ago , | 

, mentioned in his morning service that 

he had just finished reading a most gripping story about a prisoner at 
Alcatraz - Robert Stroud. 


As 

can corroborate 
Thomas E. Gad 


I was inter ested. I bought the book the next week and 
s| (statement. The book was written by 

dls"! 


Robert Stroud has been 46^ years in prison, 39 in deep lock. 
He could have been paroled, had his mother because of jealousy not opposed 
it. This seems incredible, nevertheless it is true. 


How he through his wonderful mental acumen was able to 
study the diseases of canaries, and through his own research discovered 
the cure for diseases that ornithologists were unable to discern is 
/astounding. In fact I remember that he sold you a white canary for ten 
dollars, and wrote to your mother in regard to it, and that he heard! that 
the bird had not performed and you were displeased. He then replaced 
the bird with a twenty five dollar one. There was gossip I believe that 
the white canary was a painted sparrow, which of course was untrue. The 
book made no further comment on the transaction. 


Several Sundays ago, 


spoke at our Sunday 


Service. He; was here for two Sundays. When I knew tha t he was to be here, 


I wrote to him in regard to Robert Stroud, as xhe title of| 
"Love Can Open Prison Doors. ” He wrote to me that T lli; 


book is 


authorities will 

not release him because they hold him a poor risk" He said he had no real 
information about him except what he had heard and read. In his letter 

enclosed a letter that is issued monthly from his home in Monrovia, 
Calif. THe subject was "Talk to Yourself. " His last sentence was Across 
the miles our love and good wishes are flowing. Be of good cheer. " 


I wrote | a second letter and sent him "Thomas 

Gaddis" book The Bird Man of Alcatraz. My last sentence was, Send your 
love across the Pacific to Alcatraz, and surely it can open prison bars 
as you say. 








. — i 


He wrote me a postal card- I quote- "This book is 
probably the best thing done on America’s strangest case and most famous 
prisoner. I enjoyed it from beginning to end, and the background material 
has given me better insight in the Birdman's trouble. This brother has 
never given up. Thank you for letting me read it. " 

I was disappointed for I thought that he could do something. 

It was then, since it is a Federal case that I thought of; you. I would be 
glad to send you my copy of the book as I did to Mr. Daily. It is 
authentic - 

Surely, Mr. Hoover, this man is eligible for a parole if 

any one is. 

When we think of all the men who have been traitors to 
our country, Hiss, and all the ones connected with these last years who 
never were in carcerated. White, Acheson, all the invisible government 
who are scheming to put us under one world government, and countless 
others whom you know who sold out China to the Reds - General Marshall etc . 

The blood of every patriot boils to know what hundreds have done 
who have infiltrated our government and are being paid out of our taxes. 

Did you see the play "Thieves Paradise" in Washington? 

Surely something can be done for this man, who committed 
his acts in self defense, and has atoned for his guilt for acts by serving 
all these years in prison. Hiss served only a short time and is at large - 
Isn’t he a risk? 

but 

This is a long letter, Mr. Hoover, (and) I had to go into 

details - 


May I hear from you if you have the time ? 


/s/ 


Sincerely, 




|b7C 


Aug. 3 -’56 

Pardon me, I should have addressed J. Edgar Hoover. 



LAW OFFICES 


Carl L. Shipley 

NATIONAX PRESS BUILDING 

Washington 4, D. C. 

STERLING 3-1648 


February 13, 1957 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25 

D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

I am counsel for All-Pets Magazine, Inc., and have 
been requested to check on the status of Robert 
Stroud, the "Bird Man of Alcatraz." As I under-' ~ 
T^andit, he was engaged in the smuggling of psit- 
tacine birds and similar activities. I will appre- 
ciate any information you can give me concerning 
him. I understand that much of his activity is now 
a matter of public record. 

With good wishes, I am 


Very truly yours. 


I fais 


recordlj - xi 3^4 


S < 


*3 FEB 26 1957 
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February 25, 1957 
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received. 





Your letter dated February 13, 1957, has been 


/Although I would like to be of service, I am unable 
to furnish you information concerning the subject of your inquiry 
since data in our files is confidential and available for official use 
only. I am taking the liberty, however, of referring a copy of 
your letter to the Director, Eureau of Prisons, U. £. Department 
of Justice, Washington 25, D. C. , for what aid ho can offer 


trAii 

jvw* 


Sincerely yours. 




fm&® 

EB tlh 


John Edgar Fcover 
Director 


Copy of incoming sent by form to Bureau of oiPrisons. 


w 


G'J 


natii 


NOTE: Robert Stroud is the prisoner who has been confined in 
Leavenworth and Alcatraz prison^ ^or so many years and who has gained 
prominence because of his' hobby of; Raising canaries. Numerous 
es appear in Bufiles concerning corrOfefrbkdent, who is a prominent 
on, 3. C. , Attorney. He’ associated with several 

" s in communis t- front organization^ and in 1953 he represented 
|, subject of Bureau investigation under character 
/. Nothing to preclude forwarding acknowledgment. 
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like to know if the ^ Jach a prisoner 

w 

as this post card states and if he is receiving this type of 



treatment. Thank you kindly. 




/?c /> < ^ 




\/S 

Or 


/ 




Dear M r. WinchellJ 



On SIP's a r ggrandi zaament of Hoodlum Mickey °ohen, an admit- 
ted killer, I ask why we all can.Vb do something for prisoner! 


Robt. STroud "The Birdman of Alcatraz", doi 

solitary^pnfingnmt_ "longer than any -IT ederal prisoner xn 

■ history" - a bl'^'upon our penal system. How Rree World 
must mock usl. Author Thos. Gaddis wrote an epic, challeng— 

: ing, shattering book, the French have made introduction new 
law "The Law Robt. Stroud" to permit prisoners care of an- 
imals. The indomitable prisoner, no walking privileges , v no 
"birds , no radio , hasn ' t'^bee^ullovjed to read his book - 

.conoid, , c savage , inhuman imprisonment - should be heard aboui. 

not -^"little pimplet." Senator’s buck Federal Prison 

y lBureau?3 reader' s^coula'osend con frri rmti.i on St roud 




Committee ' - Beverly Hi 


yi&U, flte*>na^ns AUstUJL ffj I 
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si-coula^send. a 
Ssy vAftomey | 
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JETANOARO FORM NO. C4 


Office Memorandum 


UNITED STA' 


ms 


GOVERNMENT 


TO 


7 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


MR. TOLSON 


DATE: 10/7/58 


W. S. TAVEL ^ 

D 

ROBERT STROUD 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


O' 

In accordance with your request, I have reviewed files 
regarding Robert Stroud. ; 


Tolson __ 
Belmont . 

Mohr 

Nease 

Parsons . 

Rosen 

Tamm 


Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan - 
Tele. Room — 

Holloman 

Gandy 


It was reported in 1941 that Stroud was convicted of ma -slaughter 
in 1912 at age 18 in Juneau, Alaska. He was transferred from McNeil Island, 
Washington, to Leavenworth in February 1922, and shortly thereafter 
murdered an inmate there, for which crime he was sentenced to hang. This 
sentence was reportedly later commuted by the President of the United States 
to life imprisonment in solitary confinement. It was further reported that, 
since about 1925, Stroud had been allowed to maintain a canary aviary next 
to his cell in Leavenworth and had a laboratory which had been furnished by 
friends in the outside world. Stroud was reported to be regarded as a 
nationwide authority on the subject of canaries and diseases of birds. He claimed 
to have copyrighted a book "Diseases of Canarie^’in 1933. 


A report of 1942 reflected that Stroud was commonly referred to as 
"The Bird Man" since he had been for years breeding canaries in the 
penitentiary which he was permitted to sell to persons outside. In December 1942, 
the officer who transported Stroud from Leavenworth to Alcatraz stated 
Stroud had claimed that he was making alcohol in his cell from sugar and 
fermented grain. Stroud allegedly recounted how he had shot five times and 
killed a man in Alaska and later had stabbed to death an inmate at Leavenworth. 


Stroud was interviewed at Alcatraz in 1943, in connection with £ 
alleged irregularities in the prison and admitted having transmitted letters, v_ 
documents and information out of Leavenworth Prison through illicit channels. 

A book entitled "Bird Man of Alcatraz, the Story of Robert Stroud, " by 
Thomas E. Gaddis, and published by Random House, New York, in 1955, 
concerns the life of Stroud and indicates that he had at that time spent 46 years 
in prison, 39 of them in solitary confinement. On page 247, the author states 
that the Director visited Stroud in his cell in 1936 and purchased a canary. The 
Director noted on the memorandum setting out this information, "He did sell 
me a canary and it didn’t sing. " / t 


* « — y 

This is the most recent reference to Stt diid _ ii°rBnr eati®#! e s . 
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It was indicated by g representative trom the Bureau of rrisone, wiv* 

~ 1 tnal r^ofoerrffiyonirl ^ Jne notorious 


attended In the absence of 

criminal who will have been incarcerates tor 50 years this August following a 
murder of a man in Alaska, has it o ,w bot? i transferred from \lcatrtu? to the 
prison medical center at Jeffer- on t ity, Miasous i. 


b6 

b7C 


r f 

i 

$ 

-*ui 


u 


■V\ 

( 

Os 


vrv'sr e - ^ 



1 

i 

f 

fi 


i^6.idr/l y 9^ t/ t <? ^ ; 

Cb b/f t-f <* fi’C 

^7 Mjul 


2 v i^ 5 S 


TRUE COPY 


173 So. Detroit St. L.A. 36. 
Calif. 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: - 

Several weeks ago there was an article in the paper 
which stated that the Warden of teie Federal prison at Springfield 
Mo. refused to give Mr. Robert Stroud the birthday cards which 
people had sent to him. The action of the Warden seemed to 
many in humane and unjust so I wrote to the governor and received 
this letter. 


Is it not possible that something can bea done to stop 
such cruel action? It seems that Mr. Stroud has paid the penalty 
for his crimes, if they were crimes, as. I believe in following 
the story. They were committed to protect himself. 

His contribution to Ornithology has been wonderful 
and all lovers of birds can testify to that. 


If this is not in your jurisdiction, would you put it 
in the hands of one who can do something for this man. When one 
knows of men in our government who have committed far more 
heinous crimes against our country his seem trivial. 


Thank you for your hMp and suggestions. 


Feb. 17’ -61 
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Executive Office 
State of Missouri 

JOHN M. DALTON JEFFERSON ClTY 

GOVERNOR * 

February 14, 1961 
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Dear : 

I have your letter regarding the 
action of the Warden of the Federal 
Prison Medical Center in refusing to 
permit birthday greeting cards to be 
sent to Robert Stroud. 

The Medical Center is a Federal 
Prison operated by Federal authorities 
and the State government has no control 
over its operation. 


* • 

Sincerely yours. 






7lu, V. ( CcU ^)\v-trxrvJ E 

\X) 

IM' U 

c rj J rhr~ 


"H> ' n - JK Liii- -LvJ. 

ia xV 'ix KeLw^ "r^ 

-u^x «*- 1 ,, i ^jt ^ht..j 


\ Lvv VX-'Y'''' > ‘ 

t w&*- ^r 

- xXFX~>-^ 

.v X 1 0» Ck X \ J- J~Jl 


'- tt -‘X D Xu .^"' 1 , 


xW J> 




A> Ji - “ / 

(/ J ,,/' |V 

r J r ¥>^ 


- r • | (J 

L ^ij 

fc 



V \ • 

r vCl ft. 9/\ jF 

• O-ctLerO’ XI 

^ ]•—' - ^ h h m 


M U 


iL<r^w 4 

^X“X>rrvbi' 

o.X 7~*^tX 

/ UrUw <rr~ Icnr-rvo-^ 

-y)^yrJ* '- AJ u I) P \ 

(TKJV % 

t^!x Wp ^4P ■ t 


' 4 oti r, -^< 



> 




s 






olson 

arsons 

!ohr, 

elmont — 

allahan — . 

onrad 

eLoach — 

vans 

alone — 

sen , — 

vel 

otter — 

C. Sullivan 

le. Room 

gram 



f 



February 27, 1961 





Dear 


» 


Your letter dated February 17, 1961, and enclo- 
sures have been received. 

.although I would like to be of service, matters 
such as you described do not come within the investigative 
jurisdiction of the FBI. I am, however, forwarding a copy of 
your letter and a copy of the other communication you enclosed 
to the Director, Bureau of Prisons, United States Department 
of Justice, Washington 25, D. C. Your enclosures are being 
returned. 


b6 

b7C 


Sincerely yours. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


Enclosures (2) 
Described in note below 






NOTE: Correspondent enclosed, in addition to .her letter irom the 
Governor of Missouri, one four -cent stamp, both enclosures currently 
being returned. She is referring to Robert Stroud who has been given much 
publicity over the years for his knowledge of canaries and diseases of birds. 
He wrote a book entitled "Birdman of Alcatraz, " published in 1955 which 
indicated that he had at that time spent 46 years in prison, 39 of them in 
solitary confinement. In this book he states that the Director visited him 
in his cell in 1936 and purchased a canary. The Director as noted stated, 
"He did sell me a canary and it didn't sing. " Frequent citizens’ letters are 
received concerning Stroud because of his book. He was transferred from 
Alcatraz to the Federal Prison Medical Center at Jefferson City, Missouri, 
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subject: "BIRDMAN OF ALCATRAZ” 

THE STOR XJOFLRQBERT STROUD 
( MOTION PIC TURE j 
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A United Press Interiiational news release 4-25-62 discloses that 
above-captioned motion picture was to be shown in Washington that evening before 
a group of government officials, members of Congress and newsmen. The part 
of Stroud is played by actor Burt Lancaster. This news release indicates Stroud 
was first imprisoned in 1909 and has since become an expert on birds and bird 
diseases. Most of his imprisonment has been in solitary confinement. He is now 
confined at the Federal prison in Springfield, Missouri. 


Habwf' j 


INFORMATION IN BUFILES: 


f 


Bufiles disclose that Stroud was convicted of manslaughter in 1912 
at age 18, in Juneau, Alaska. In February, 1922, he was transferred to Leaven- 
worth Penitentiary from McNeil Island’ Washington. While there, he murdered 
an inmate and was sentenced to hang. This sentence was commuted by the President 
and then Attorney General Palmer ruled the life imprisonment of Stroud should be in 
solitary confinement. ^ 

1 

Since 1925 Stroud has been allowed to maintain a canary aviary next 
to his cell, together with a laboratory furnished by friends from the outside. He 
has become a nationwide authority on the subject of canaries and bird diseases. 


In December, 1942, the guard who transported Stroud from Leaven- 
worth to Alcatraz advised that Stroud claimed to be making alcohol in his cell. 


In 1943, Stroud was interviewed in connection with irregularities 
in Alcatraz and admitted having transmitted letters, documents and information 
'out of prison through illicit channels. / // j 


REC - 23 QV // 

hi 1955 a book entitled "Birdman of Alcatraz, the Story of Robert 7 




Jones to DeLoach memo 
RE: "Birdman of Alcatraz” 
The Story of Robert Stroud 


after its publication, this book (apparently the basis for the motion picture), 
was reviewed. The book made several references to the FBI of an innocuous 
i' nature. There is one mention, however, of Stroud having been visited by the 
Director in his cell at Leavenworth in 1936 when the Director purchased a 
canary from him. The author claimed that although Stroud guaranteed to 
replace this bird if it did not sing, prison officials later circulated gossip that 
Stroud had sold the Director a painted sparrow. The Director has commented 
regarding this statement to the effect, ”He did sell me a canary and it didn't 
sing. ” 


The book also discloses an attempted prison break at Alcatraz 
in 1946 and states "The FBI swept in to tie down criminal evidence for indict- 
ments of prisoners on conspiracy and first degree murder . One by one, scores 
of convicts were racked out of their cells for grilling by government agents.” 
We did conduct an investigation at that time and many inmates were interviewed. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
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Kennedy Rejects Plea 
For Alcatraz Bird Man \ 

I Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy declared today that 
he could not “in good consignee” recommend a commutation of 
■sentence for convict RoberrStroud. the 72-year-old^ Bird Man 
8 of . Alcatraz.” 

' — i - r f}ie^tiEorney General told The Star that a full report on 
Stroud’s, case was made to him and that the^efforts of "ma’ny 
well-meaning persons” to obtain i 
the elderly prisoner’s release 
have received careful attention 
'in the Department of Justice. 

1 Asked to comment on the 
case, Mr. Kennedy stated the 
Parole Board, since 1937, has 
reviewed Stroud’s record 
annually and has never seen fit 
to take favorable action. 

Earlier today, at a press ! «orf- 
ftrence ill the Statler'-Hhton 
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here, Burt Lancaster, actor who 
plays the principal role in the 
upcoming film, “Bird Man of 
Alcatraz,” said he sincerely 
feels that Stroud, who has spent 
52 of his 72 years in Federal 
prisons, should be released. 

The self - educated convict 
learned several languages while 
in prison and became a leading 
| authority on birds. The flim 1 
based on his life is to be re- 
leased in July. 

Mi-. Lancaster, Stroud’s at-j 
itorney, Stanley Furman and 
[Tom Gaddis, author of the book 
on which the movie was based, 
have joined force to secure the 
elderly bird expert’s release. 

At the age of 19, Stroud was 
convicted of killing a man in 
Alaska. Thirteen years later — 
in 1916 — he killed a Leaven-: 
worth prison guard. His bene- 
factors said he was kept in 
isolitary confinement for 43 of j 
the 52 years he has been in 

j P Mr. Lancaster and his as- iVjCT = § 
Isociates said they believe James 
jV. Bennett, the director of 
Federal prisons, has been a j 
stumbling block in- the .cam- 
paign to free Stroud. I 

“I saw Mr. Bennett on one 
occasion oly in 1956,” Mr. Fur- 
man said,” and Mr. Bennett 
indicated his feeling was that 
a man earns his way into Al- 
catraz and has to earn his 
way out.” 

Stroud, after his transfer to 
a Federal penitentiary at 
Springfield, Mo., two years ago, 
wrote to Tom Gaddis, the 
author, - arid said he hoped the 
book “is a cell-outr* * 
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ROBERT STROUD 
"BIRDMAN OF ALCATRAZ'* 





BACKGROUND: 

In connection with the recent publicity given to Stroud's motion picture, 
"Birdman of Alcatraz, " and the publicity about individuals who are interested in his 
release from Federal prison at Springfield, Mi ssou ri, the Director has asked for a 
summary on Stroud. 

If* 

INFORMATION IN BUFILES: 

■ ■> ‘ 

Robert«ftroud at the age of 18 was convicted of manslaughter at_Juneau, 

, Alaska, inJ C£f;12. While ^jicariaexated^t-Le^ ^^worth Penitentiary in Eebxuary,_192 2, 
he mur dered an inmate for whichJie^.was-sentenced to hang. The sentence was commuted 
to life imprisonment by President Wilson, a nd the then Attorney Gene r al~Pa'lmer ruled 
the'life imprisonment of Stroud should be in solitary confinement. Since approximately 
1925, Stroud had been allowed to maintain a canary aviary next to his cell in Leaven- 
worth and had a laboratory which had been furnished by friends in the outside world. He 
subsequently became recognized as a nationwide authority on the subject of canaries and 
bird diseases. He authored a book, "Diseases of Canaries, " in 1933. . .. 

In December, 1942, the guard who transported Stroud from Leavenworth 
to Alcatraz stated that Stroud claimed to be making alcohol in his cell from fermented 
: grain. 

• • ‘ •' / 

Str.oud was interviewed in 19 43 in connection with irregularities in Alcatraz 

, and admitted having transmitted letters, documents and information out of prison through 
I illicit channels. 

In 1955, Random House, New York, published a book entit led-^Blrdmaji 
of Alcatraz, the Stpxv~oLRob erj^Stroud, " This book was reviewed and it was’ noted that 
there were several references to the FBI of an innocuous nature. With respect to a 
statement that Stroud was visited 
the guarantee it would be replaced 
among prison officials that Stroud had sold the Director a painted sparrow, the Director 
noted, "He did seU nkek canary and it didn't sing." si » . / “■>/ 
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Jones to DeLoaeh Memo 
Re: Robert Stroud 

The book also referred to an attempted prison break at Alcatraz in 1946 
and stated, ’’The FBI swept in to tie down criminal evidence for indictments of 
prisoners on conspiracy and first degree murder. One by one, scores of convicts 
were racked out of their cells for grilling by government agents. ” The FBI did con- 
duct an investigation at that time and many inmates were interviewed. The book also 
revealed that up until 1955, he had spent 46 years in prison, 39 of them in solitary 
confinement. 

The "Washington Evening Star” of 4-26^-62 revealed that Attorney General 
Kennedy had been contacted by the Star about a commutation of Stroud’s sentence. 

This occurred subsequent to a press conference in Washington in which Burt Lancaster, 
the actor who plays the role of Stroud in the film, ’’Birdman of Alcatraz, ” stated he felt 
that Stroud, who had spent 52 of his 72 years in Federal prison, should be released. 
Attorney General Kennedy stated he could not ”in good conscience” recommend a com- 
mutation of Stroud’s sentence. According to the Attorney General, a full report on 
Stroud’s case was made to him and that the efforts of ’’many well-meaning persons” to 
obtain the elderly prisoner’s release have received careful consideration in the Depart- 
ment of Justice. In commenting further on the case, Mr. Kennedy stated the Parole 
Board since 1937 has reviewed Stroud’s record annually and has never seen fit to take ( 
favorable action. Mr. Lancaster and his associates said they believe James V. Bennett, 
the Director of Federal Prisons, has been a stumbling block in the campaign to free 
Stroud. Lancaster; Stroud’s attorney, Stanley Furman; and Tom Gaddis, author of the 
book on which the film was based, according to the newspaper item, have joined forces 
to secure the release of Stroud. Furman stated he saw Mr. Bennett on one occasion in 
1956. Bennett is alleged to have told Furman that "a man earns his way into Alcatraz 
and has to earn his way out. ” 

Since its recent showing in Washington, Stroud’s film, ’’Birdman of 
Alcatraz, ” has been greeted with mixed emotions. Naturally, the sob sister segment 
and the bleeding hearts are starting to generate interest in Stroud’s release. 
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Sen. Edward V. Lon^fB-Moi) , as 
'chairman of a Senate Judiciary sub- 
committee concerned ' with Federal 
■penitentiaries, has interested himself 
: in the case of Robert F. Stroud, the 

j "Birdman of Alcatraz-.” The following 
is based on official records, court pro- 
ceedings' and other data known to 
i Sen. Long. Much of it was never be- 
• fore available to other writers „ on the 
< subject. 

>' \ . ; ' • .. 


r . (First of a Series) / 

By Eve Edstrom^i 

^ . ’ Staff 'hcportoi^Ty ’’’* 

' got 
JC^T2 years foF^^otmg^^e^bmrten- 
“8eiT who welched on the $10 pric^ that 
prostitute Kitty. O’Brien usually re- 
ceived. . 

That happened in 1909 in Alaska. 
'From that day to this, for more than 
half a century, Stroud has been In 

Federal custody. 

| . 7 ' 

His. life behind bars spans the evo- 
lution of the Nation’s prison system. 
When he was convicted at. the age 
of 19, prison guards carried clubs and 
prisoners wore stripes, ate in silence 
and were shackled to cell bars as pun- 
ishment. ‘ , ' - - 

Federal Prison Director James V. , 
Bennett succeeded in, changing all that 
—but he never has succeeded in 
cha nging - .: rStroud, now 72 and still at 


war with his keep.ersj-jC 

- . t *> \j 


IX. 
•? j 


t. > 
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: To Federal authorities, Sfrnud, is 

| known as the most cunning and can- 
f . itarikerous prisoner ever to be their 
j guest. To the public, Stroud is known 
! i as the “Birdman of Alcatraz,” a self- 
| educated ‘ < scientist who achieved a j 
| • world-wide reputation - for his ’ pains- ■ 

I taking research on the diseases of 
i birds. 

| Two Views of Killing 
| TjiOR DECADES now, bird lovers 
j i. . have insisted that Stroud should . 
T be. freed from his own- caged exist- 
| ence. Currently, a.i new effort is un- 
| ,der way timed to coincide with the 
S release of a motion picture purportedly 
1 Based on StrousUs-difsF, 

In the public. mind, Stroud’s work 
!is proof of his rehabilitation^ He. has 
won a Sympathetic following because 
of his apparent concern over the wel- 
fare,, of birds. In his book, “Stroud’s 
-Digest of the "Diseases ' of Birds,” he 
wrote: . 

“The jives of literally thousands of 
birds, the heartbreak of hundreds, of 
blasted hopes have gone into these 
pages . . . For every truth, I have 
blundered through a hundred errors. , 
1 .have killed birds when it was al- 
.m'ost as hard as killing one’s children 
... I have dedicated my book to the’ 
proposition that fewer birds shall 
■su ffer.. beca use 'their diseases are not 
understood..’’ , • -- 
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Stroud Freedom Fight 

fmHE REVEREND CHARLES DISMAS CLARK, S. J., 

' -1 has revealed that he and his iongtime associate, 
attorney Morris Schenker, have joined the legal battle 
to free Robert Stroud, who has spent 53 of his 73 years 
in federal .prisons. Father Clark said he is prepared 
to offer- Stroud food,, clothing,! 


shelter and medical care when at no cost to themselves, . after 
he is released from his present leaving prison, 
prison, ’the Federal Medical _ . 

Cente; at Springfield; Missouri M Eafther ° lark reporfced that 
The Jesuit priest and Mr^ e and Morris Schenker each 
Schenker achieved interna-; telegrams to Attorney 
tional fame as the founders of; general Robert F. Kennedy 
Dismas House in St. Louis -and Senator Edward. V. Long,’ 
where thousands of homeless; |(D.-Mo.) Chairman of the Sen-, 
er^eonVidcs have found a home: ate Subcommittee ors-33a±i&nal 
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Penitentiaries, ,a s k t-n g for 
Stroud’s release. 

“We may now even ask for 
|a new trial -for Stroud',” said 
Father Clark, who indicated 
| that his interest in the case 
fhad been reawakened by news- 
paper, television and other re- 
sports about- the new motion 
jpicture, “Bird Man of Alca- 
traz,” based on the stoi-y of 
^Stroud, 


as Stroud, has bee n tourin g 
the country with Thomas E. 
Gaddis, author of the book on 
which the film is based, and 
Stanley Furman, Stroud’s law- 
yer. • 

Reminded that Stroud is 
’serving a life term for two 
murders,. Father Clark said he 
[has faiibh in Stroud as a human 
being and would vgCLJQWSf 


Burt Lancaster, who starred ijlike to see the aged man free. 
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Son Ed^xrd ■ V. Long (D- 
Mo.); as chairman of a Judi- 
ciary Sub c o m m i ttee con- 
cerned with Federal peniten- 
tiaries^ has interested him- 
self in the case 6f u Rpp.ertJl - 
-‘Stroud . the “Birdmah of Al- 
'catfazr Xhe following is 
based on official records , 
■court proceedings and other 
data known to Senator Long. 
Much of it was never before 
available to writers. 

, Sebond in a. Series 
A\ By Ev.e Edstrom 

t ^ , 4 , Staff Reporter 

1 It. was largely through the 
[efforts of his another that Rob- 
ert Frankliff^S tx o u d . now 
~khown.as7thi^^ of Al- 

catraz,” uidn’t hang on April 
] 23;' 1920 for killing a Leaven- 
worth Penitentiary guard. 

| i But to this day the 72-year- 
| old Stroud expresses extreme 

* ['bitterness against his mother, 
jblaming her for the events 

I iwhich 'have caused him' to' be 
| ia Federal prisoner, for 53 

* years. ~ 

“hfeMwers^thought was tem : 
ipered by her teachings and 


prejudices and"' my life was a 
series of disasters,’’ he once 
said. “I was .taught to hate 
my father before I was two- 
years old.” 

Stroud was born Jan. 28, 
1890- in a middle-class resi- 
dential neighborhood in Seat- 
tle. 

Departure from Home. 

Constant bickering be- 
tween his parents, he has 
said, kept him in “such a 
■state” that he was unable to 
make any progress, in school., j 
■His mother’s “continual .dom- 
ination” made it “impossible 
for me to develop the spirit of. 
give and take so necessary 
for success in later life.” r 

Stroud has given various ac- 
counts of the events, which, 
triggered his/departure from) 
home at age 13. He related 1 , on 
one occasion, that in his 13th: 
year he “attempted to murder 
my father and declared my 
complete emancipation from 
parental authority of ~any 
kind.” 

At another time he said his. 
parents had separated, leav- 
ing him with his mother, two 


older stepsisters apd-2-ksuing- 
er brother. ' 

“I was at fan age when a 
boy most needs the direction 
and guidance of a wise father 
and I found myself dominated 
by three women in a house- 
hold where petty bickering 
had become a habit. Naturally 
I cut from, under as soon as I 
was big enough.” 

Aiwa.ys good with his 
hands, particularly around 
'machinery, he picked up odd 
jobs as he hoboed about the 
United States. Finally, in 1907 
when he was 17, he went to 
Alaska to take part in the 
railroad building boom; 

Distorted Accounts 

Stroud’s record shows he 
worked, as a real estate sales- 
man, peanut vendor 'and cook, 
was convicted of larceny in 
Katalla, Alaska, and then went 
to Juneau. There, on Aug, 23, 
1909, he was sentenced in the 
United States District Court 
to a term of 12 years for man- 
slaughter. I 

Over the years' flagrantly. 1 
distorted -accounts of Stroud ’s | 
offense have been churneahht 1 1 
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toy t h-QStf-wh q have sought 
(free him. Stroud’s victim has 
'been pictured as i a “burly 
Yukon miner” who violated 
Stroud’s “first, last and only! 
love.” ' 

Another version, attributed; 
to Stroud’s mother during her.j 
efforts to free him, suggests 
that Stroud “just away from 
a sheltered home” was the vic- 
tim of a “bad woman of the 
dance halls.” 

“My poor boy," infatuated 
with her, under her influence 
but chivalrous ahcf brave, 
pleaded guilty to save her,” 
Stroud’s mother was quoted 
in a widely reprinted article. 

But official reports of 
Stroud’s offense state: 

“This man (Stroud) ; . .. 
started pimping for a woman 
of the streets who was ad- 
dicted to the use of dope. This 
woman was much older than 
Stroud and of a very low type, 
even for that sort of woman 


The /woman, Kitty O’Brien, 
reportedly told Stroud she 
had been abused toy a local 
S: bartend er who “only paid her 
‘ <RS 1 whereas the usual and cus 


to f tomary fee was $10.” Stroud 
|then went to the barterider’s 
home and shot him. When 
[found, the bartender’s “panta- 
ploon pockets ..were turned in 1 
side out and what money toe 
W.as supposed to have had was 
gone.” 

No Sign of Struggle 


“Nothing about the room 
would indicate that there had 
been any struggle,” the U. $. 
Commissioner reported. “. . ... 
It is quite likely, that Stroud 
would never have surrendered 
himself . ... had he not known 
he -was recognized when 
coming out Of (the) house.” 

On Aug. 30, 1909, Stroud ar- 
rived at the [Federal Penitenti- 
ary at McNeil island, Wash 
McNeil .was typical of the 
prisons of its day. Convicts 
wore stripes, were served 
meals . from food-splattered 
buckets and/were sent to the 
“hole” if they got out of tone-. 
1 But it was at McNeil, tough- 
las it was, that Stroud ,em : 
jbarked oh his long career of 
attempting to- break prison 
rules. He wanted a fellow 
inmate, who worked as a hos- 


pital orderly, to ohteia=dJ 01 gs I 
for him. The orderly told j 
prison officials and Stroud i 
“carved” him. up for “snitch- ' j 
ing.” ; 1 

Just before the noon mealj 
on Nov. 1, 1911, Stroud at- 
tacked the orderly “without 
warning- . . , striking him in 
the back with a knife.” As 
the victim attempted to run 
the length of the dining room 
aisle, Stroud gave chase and 
inflicted seven stab wounds 
■before guards disarmed him. 
Subsequently, the warden re- 
p.oited that Stroud regretted 
t-hattoe had been “unsuccess- 
ful” in the effort to kill the, 
stool pigeon. , , 

Stroud was tried' -for the as- j 
sault and sentenced to a six- I 
month term consecutive to j 
the .12-year sentence- -imposed ] 
in Alaska. , Federal authoff- f 
ities decided to take no more | 
chances with Stroud. On Sept, j 
5, 1912, he was shipped to one I 
of the —hard joints',” the U. g 
S. /Penitentiary at - Leaven- i 
■worth, Kan. ‘ : , 

Tuesday: Stroud hills Lea • ' 
venworth. .prison gu m . 


, JB?it. Str oud — after plungmg^aafeaifa 
through the heart of a prison guard 
■ — also is the author of this passage: 
“The guard took sick and. died all 
of a sudden — He died of heart trouble 
'—I guess you would call it a punc- 
ture, of the heart — Anyhow there was 
a knife hole, in it — I have never given 
any reason for doing it so they won’t 
Jiave much to work on only that I 
killed him and that won’t do much 
good for I will admit that.” 

Welcome Isolation 

F OR THAT MURDER— the killing 
of guard Andrew P. Turner be- 
fore 1200 inmates at the Leavenworth 
Penitentiary March 26, 1916 — Stroud 
went on trial for his life. He was sen- 
tenced to be hanged and the gallows 
were being built when President 
Woodrow Wilson commuted his sen- 
tence to life. — ■ ■ - 

Considered too dangerous to be 
mixed with the general prison popu- 
lation, Stroud was placed in segre- 
gated quarters where he was to re- 
main for most of his adult life. Sub- 
sequently, Stroud’s supporters viewed 
this as cruel and inhumane punish- 
ment.- Actually, segregation was tailor- 
made for Stroud’s purposes. 

•Back in the 1920s, it was not un- 
usual for a prisoner, especially a life- 
termer, to keep one or two canaries 
in^ his cell. Prison industries were not 
organized then and there was no em- 
phasis on rehabilitation through aca- 
demic learning. Wardens welcomed 
any diversion to keep inmates from 
going “stir crazy.”' 

-Hovtievei'7 it was highly unusual for a 
prisoner to raise as many as 300 
canaries at one time, to be given a 
second connecting cell .for an aviary, 
to accumulate one-half ton of equip- 
ment, to operate a canary breeding 
business for the sale of birds to the 
general public and to correspond with 
2000 bird owners and breeders. 

Stroud did all these things. In addi- 
dition, he used scraps of glass and 
metal to make scientific equipment 
s uch as a microtome capa ble of sli cing 
tissue to ~Vl2, 000th of an inch. 


Distillery as a Sideline 
| TjUT STROUD'S work was not just 
O for birds and bird lovers. When 
■ his cell finally was shaken down by 
experts, it was discovered that his 
bird paraphernalia hid a home-made 
'still which was turning out 188 proof 
alcohol. 

In addition to moonshining, a letter- 
smuggling operation was conducted 
from his cell. Letters were shipped 
out in birdcages. 

It was for violations such as these 
— in addition to espousing homosexual- 
ity — that Stroud earned the reputation 
as a prisoner who ’could not be trusted, 
who was not rehabilitated even though 
s he had some scientific accomplish- 
ments to his credit. 

Long before prison gates shut on 
Stroud, he was a nonconformist. He 
quit school at the end of the third 
gr ade "beca use I was learn ing noth- 

ing.” He fled his Seattle home at age 
13 because “home life was an awful 
pain in the neck.” 

During his;* childhood, his personal- 
ity was a paradox. He was “considered 
very timid,” a child who “hated 
trouble,” one who “would walk blocks 
to keep from having to offend any- 
body.” Yet he was “continually having 
trouble and serious trouble. Somebody 
was always getting hurt.” 

.On one occasion when his father 
knocked him down, he reportedly 
“came up out of "the dirt with a rock 
in each hand. The first one hit him 
in the didst hard enough to break 
two ribs. He treated me with respect 
after that.” 

Precocious Misanthrope 

H E HATED his father before he 
was two and considered his 
mother a “veritable Agrippina,” the 
mother of Nero who was so possessive 
that Nero finally arranged for her 
murder. 

He never had a meaningful, lasting 
relationship with any individual. Al- 
though he once was close to his 
younger brother Marc, he ultimately 
turned on him for bungling his affairs 
and berated Marc for being on the 
outside during “the 10 most prosper- 
ous years this Nation has ever had, yet 
you are not a millionaire.” 

Stroud “married” as he did every- 
thing else— to gain personal publicity 
and to show his superiority over 
others by finding a way to do some- 
thi-Bg-thatfJiould not be done,;~=====-» 


7 
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,'lCanltJs a strange little word," he 
once wrote. '“Many persohs s 'iaii~‘bn 
their faces in Oriental obeisance at its 
merest mention . ■. . To some, it is a 
refuge from the futility of their exis- 
tence; to others, it is an alibi, a sop j 
to their conscience . 1 

“To me, it has always bee m.Iike_.th e 1 

frj... ■-.- i r- . -'W* -3 

flag is supposed to react on a bull; 
whenever anyone says ‘can’t’ to me, I 
ask myself: ‘Why and why not?’ J . . 
For regardless of the proposition, one 
usually can if one wants to.” 

And so when it looked as if prison 
officials were going to put a halt to 
Stroud’s bird business and transfer > 
'"him fromTieavenworth to Alcatraz, 
Stroud took himself a “bride.” 

A FTER DETERMINING* that Leav- 
enworth was part of the Louisiana 
Purchase Territory and that Congress 
had enacted no marriage laws for 
the reservation, Stroud maintained 
that the 1803 Treaty of Paris, recog- 
nizing marriages entered into by the 
signing of a simple contract, was still 
in effect. He drew up a contract which 
was signed by himself and his bush] 
ness partner on the outside, Leila 
Mae Jones. She filed it with the Pro-! 
bate Court in Leavenworth and the 
Federal Court in Topek a. 

The Justice Department refused to 
4 recognize the -validity .of the marriage 
and Della’s name was removed from 
the list of Stroud’s approved corre- 
spondents. But she visited enough 
newspaper offices, with the marriage 
contract to start a new public clamor 
for Stroud’s release and to gain him 
permission to conduct his business -as 
usual. 

Stroud always had a compulsive 
need to do’ the big thing. He could 
never achieve this on the outside. Al- 
though he went to Alaska to partici- 
pate in the railroad-building boom, he 
wound up as a peanut vendor, cook 
and pimp. ■ 

But in prison, Stroud flourished. Al- 
though he had only a third grade edu- 
cation when he entered prison, he took 
courses which showed he was operat- 
ing at a college level. He had a verbal 
intelligence quotient of 139 and an 
. overall rating of 130. 

AnnaiiM by his own lack of know- 


ledge, he took courses- in English and 
taught himself to use an old typewriter 
which he had acquired. He studied 1 
astronomy, bacteriology, biology,, chem- 
istry, the classics, the French, Italian, 
Latin and Spanish languages, mathe- 
matics, ornithology and pharmacology. 

Birdseed, Etc. 

A S HE BEGAN raising birds; his 
demands upon prison officials • 
were endless. The - public thought that ' 
all Stroud wanted was “a little bit : 
of birdseed.” Actually, on one occa- 
siori, a partial list of his “require 1 • 
ments” included: 


Seed — rope, hemp, canary and tonic— 

■ /in 100-pound lots; 'mineral food, cuttle 
bone, disinfectant, insecticides, louse 
powder, sodium Fluoride,, sodium per 1 
-borate; cotton, cups, wire,, sheet steel, 

( glue, nails, paint; typewriter supplies; 
green food for birds in winter; fresh 
eggs- for them 'the year .around but ,, 

; especially during the breeding season; 1 

new stock; meai' worms; bacteriological- 
j glassware; including test tubes, bak- '• 
i er’s funnels and thermometers; and' 1 
materials for making and- testing cul? ‘ 
f tures. ' ‘ ‘ r 

Whenever Stroud didn’t get his way, 
he complained to Washington. One, 
j complaint, forwarded to the Attorney// 
i | General, accused the prison adminisr . 
tration*. of refusing him an adequate r, 

| ; supply of mouth wash and adhesive.^ 
I \ tape. Questioned about this, Leaven.-., 
i worth’s warden replied: . . > 

I - , “He wants the (mouth wash) solu- 1 1 
■tion bjjr ; thdgallbn. in fact, he has been t 
K \ ■ using'dt iii connection with his bird- 1 1 
| ] raising. He Wants adhesive tape by t , ( -j 
1 . the roll; Which- he has been using to..- j 
" • paste boxes .together. . ,,,j 

1 r '“He has been furnished a reason-. 4 , 
! | able amount of adhesive tape to be'''* 
I; used in case. of skm abrasions blit not’ 

I , sufficient to make boxes. He /has been, 
furnished a 6-ounce bottie of ... -. so ' 
lution as a mouth wash but not sub , 
ficient to disinfect his bird cages.” \ h 
] - .. : '*([ 
L A Romantic Conceit . - ,>K 

• \ l .S. STROUD began to conduct re- - - 
!j,A search into the causes of bird"! 
■: [ diseases and to publish his findings in J 
J, bird journals, his ego knew no bounds:- 
| He likened himself to the Count of 
Monte Cristo, declaring that 'his|i 

{ ‘trials, triumphs and unbelievable acfi 
complishments” outstripped those ofl 
|: the fictional hero. On other occasions, . 

I he likened himself to Columbus and 
> to Louis Pasteur in suggesting that , 

, -his__^_o£jginai discoveri es m atched - 


^srrnn^ iWHit so fab 'as to deman d^ 
that prison officials sign, an agreement'* 
governing his activities and living ar~j 
rangCments while m Custody. He'/ 
wanted 500 square feet of floor spacej 
“diVorce.d frbm the regular prison^ 
routine” but preferably^ “on our side I 
of the walls” and a special mailbox-] 
number “to be paid for by me and-; 
to appear on my stationery and in my 1 '; 
advertising.” r ; 

i Stroud also wanted a prison employe, j 
— college educated, not lazy, of pleas-, ,] 
ant disposition and inquiring mind — 
j to be assigned to him .to conduct his t 
business affairs. In explaining this re-M 
[ quest, Stroud noted, that many except 
lent meh were in the employ of the**! 
prison system 'but Were wasting their] ^ 


talents "on jobs fit for morons.’ 


“Why not give one of them a break?”./, 
'he asked. “Put him in complete charge,]/ 
of me and my affair's . . . raising hism 
pay te $2000 a year. I will . pay his 
wages and raise them' some more the q 
•minute the business justifies it . . . I’ll ? 
admit that this has never been done. 
That is. why it is .good. Big men d'o*^ 
not follow pr ecedents: they create. T 
them.” ' 

.Needless to say, Stroud’s . scheme', , 
was not adopted. He proposed it just,; 
after he had become eligible for parole;--* 
' in 1937 but -was turned down. Eaeh- 
year since then, his case has been re-; ‘ 
viewed, and' parole has been denied] - ’** 


-t/i 

■*p'< 


Own, Parole Terms 

S TROUD’S supporters insist that thq’f 
Birdman’s failure to win his foeferi 
dom is the result of a personal ven->' 
detta- against him by Federal prison-' ‘ 
officials.' Actually, Stroud is a problem 
inherited by the Federal Bureau of/ 
Prisons .when it was organized in 1930/1 
.Its mandate from Congress was'! 
-dear. It was to end prison abuses and'! 
begin a pioneering effort to rehabilitate;'* 
prisoners. But Stroud has consistently 
resisted every attempt to return him* 
to /the .general prison population as,-] 
the first step toward, giving, him -his’ 
release. He fights any change that" 
would deprive him of his bird empire;" 

And just as he has wanted prison/ 
on his own terms, he wants to set the ’ 
Conditions of his parole. He . does not 
believe, for example, that traveling 
restrictions should be placed upon him,'/ 
Artd in recent years he has expressed- 
unwillingness to accept an "offer 'of- 
a h®«it? j arra’ a job. caring for birds if 
parole Were granted. ^ — — — , ] 


‘.‘I have / spent' ;years''of~m y Iife~wft ir 
birds and; this man imagines that] I 
would enjoy taking care of a flock' of 
birds— which at my age is not the 
case,” he has written, “That, to me,’ 
Was always the most drudging chore,, 
one that I was willing to undertake., 
only because it was one avenue open- 
to me ; and they were my birds, * / 
, . I most certainly would never 
accept such employment from anyone 
else ... If that is the kind of strings 
they are trying to tie on me, I fhint- 
the wise thing to do will be to keep 
on fighting right from where we are 
rather than try to make pleasing con-'- 
cessions . . . to. appease others.” ' * 
■If there 4 is one consistent factor/ 
,. about Stroud’s life, it is that he always." 
has refused to make -..any concessions] ', 
“I have never been conquered. I»| 
never will be conquered,” he has said; 

So prison has been his home for 
53 years. 
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"• — u ' Announcing 

Stroud's Digest on the Diseases of Birds 

B y RO BERT. S T R 0 Up ' 

America’s foremost authority on: avian, therapeutics ’ 

We are now accepting advance orders for • STROUD’S DIGEST,! the -most remarkable 
treatise on bird diseases ever-attempted. The work is now, in the hands Of the printer. 
Delivery within 90 days guaranteed. . Your remittance now' will make this' possible. 

Edition Limited— ORDER NOWf 

With this book we bring, to the veterinary profession as well' as to the' inexperienced bird 
breeder the complete- life work of the most unusual researcher - the world has produced 
since Louis Pasteur. " , . 

Approximately 700 Pages — 87 Plates — 210 Individual' Drawings-— 300 Subjects 
ALPHABETICALLY ARRANGED 
500 Cross 'Referetue^Tho-'I^CThadoii -yoti- wkjLi-^Wheii y.ou want it! 
rRiossaty of '598 Technical $erms 
' Dozens of Original Formulae and Prescriptions 
This work contains a, 'complete .report o'f-the. Robert Stroud- Original researches, and it 
has been his ambition to so afrange- this ..material that the most' inexperienced, breeder; 
observing a single sympton or lesion in a .fick bird can, by mean of the' cross 'references, 
trace down, the disease, make. an accurate' diagnosis and' learn all 1 that is known .about that 
particular, disease inia'. matter of minutes. , - . .. 

Appendix gives information, oii the dpsesof drugs; the examination of -the blood,;, the 
preparation of tissue;.' the- shipment oFbodieSp.anipathplpgical', technique,' One authority, 
after examining tKo manuscript,, said r ’“This Is :not-a single -book ; it is';'a multitude of 
books" ; it is a- complete symposium of medical science as applied to bird diseases, brought 
within -the grasp of .the ordinary person. N.o bird' breeder or ;poUltryman 'can possibly 
afford to-be without it.” . 

DON’T LET YOUR BIRDS DIE-fORDER NOW! 

Prii-ii- HC fid * itrsuai discount to dealers 

rriCe ^>p,yU » • ordering .six 'or more Copies 

Address all orders to - 

L. G. MARCUS, Agent for Robert Stroud 

3810 West 46th Street * j .. Minneapolis, Minnesota 


Stroud (left) being taken to Federal District j 
G bzirt-^ctv Kansas City by two officers reesnify****,] 
fdr_ the latestofhis many hearings. j 


i A Stroud ad^for his bird book from (the February, 1943, American Canary. 
I Mft§zsir£ef*l't calls him ‘‘the most unusiidl researcher the world has pro- 
\du~ced since Louis Pasteur ■ ... ' ' 





The only known picture of Robert F. Stroud in 
his hospital ward .at Alcatraz. 'It was a large (35 
feet by 12 feet 8 inches ) room witji .a'12-foot ceil- 


ing and ’ a view of San Francisco. He teas given 
two beds and usually kept one in front of the 
window fofAounging, .as- in this picture. 
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No More Birdseed! ” Rr tive Order 
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A 1931 Sunday supplement spread on Stroud and his canaries, ti oe on such 
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Coming Sunday 

SHOULD "THE BIRDMAN" BE FREED? 

| 

a 7-part series By staff reporter Eve Edstrom 



Should Robert F. Stroud,* better known as “The 
Bii'dman of Alcatraz,” be allowed to go free after 
spending more than half a century behind prison 
walls? Public opinion sways in favor of Stroud 
who once made amazing strides in discovering 
cures for the diseases of birds. A sympathetic por- 
trayal of his life has been made into a motion 
picture. 

Yet, Federal authorities agree that Stroud 
is where he belongs. Minus sensationalism and 
sentimentality, Eve Edstrom describes Stroud’s 
actual behavior in tins revealing series of articles 
starting Sunday in Outlook. 


- — A 

<■>. A; For home delivery 
’ Phone RE. 7-1234 
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4/ '^^October 10, 1982 




Your letter of October 2nd has been received. 
W hile I appreciate your interest in writing to me, I regret 
that I cannot be of assistance. It has always been my policy 
to refrain from becoming involved in matters which are not 
within the jurisdiction or scope of responsibility of the FBI. 
I hope you understand the reasons for this policy. 

Sincerely yours, 


NOTE: We have had previous correspondence with She was 

sent an in-absence letter over Miss Gandy’s signature on August 13th in 
which she was provided material to assist in writing an article about the 
Bureau. For this reason she is being ^ent a direct declination rather the,, an 
in-absence letter at this time. Robe rt Strou d, for whom correspondent is 
^attempting to solicit aid, is a convicted murderer recently transferred from 
^l^lHatraiF pfcflsjgJ to a less severe institution, who because of his personal 
attitudes and assaultive record has never been given consideration or 
encouragement relative to release . from prison despite numerous citiaen’s 
secure sympathy for him. 0 ~ u ' *' 
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October 2, 1962 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I hate to bother you, as I realize how extremely 
bufey you are, but what I’m writing about is very important to me 
and a group of my friends. 

We have been sent information about getting Robert 
Stroud realsed, and also got a petition from the "Committee to .free 
Robert Stroud. ” It suggested that if many people would write to the 
high officials that when his final plea for release comes up before 
President Kennedy it would possibly be of help to him. 

I wrote to the President and one of my associates 
wrote to the Attorney General. Please help us Mr. Hoover, I told my 
friends that I'd written to you before and would do so again. 

Mr. Stroud is not a bad man, you can see this for 
yourself by reading about his bird study. He is in a good mental state 
of mind and deserves to be free. 

I ask you again, Mr. Hoover, please open your heart 
and help us to help him get his freedom. 

Please write back to me if you find the time and please 
act soon as his time is running out fast. 

On behalf of my fellow associates I would like to thank 
you in advance for the attention I’m sure you will give Mr. Stroud. 

Sincerely yours, 
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September 6, 1962 



Dear 


~n 

CP 


Your letter of September 1st has been received in a 
Mr. Hoover’s absence from Washington. I know that he will be 
appreciative of your interest in writing him. 

Sincerely yours, 


OO 
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XT 


.3 


Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 
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Tolson 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach^L. 

Evans — I 

Malone 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 


_M0TE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Correspondent 
refers to Rober fetroud, convicted murderer, who has consistently 
been given no encouragement or leniency relative to release in view 
of his background and personal attitudes, despite numerous citizens’ 
efforts to secura sympathy for him. The Director did visit Stroud 
at one tihte year£ ago wherf previously confined in the U. S. Penitentiary 
‘<£t Leavenworth. , ; 
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TRUE COPY 
September 1 , 1962 


Sir: 

I have just finished reading a book called " Birdman of 
Alcatraz.” I have read that in 1936 you visited one Robert Stroud 
known as the "birdman” of Alcatraz. I wondered if you would 
give me your first hand impression of Mr. Stroud. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this. 

Sincerely yours 
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February 28, 1963 
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Dear 


Your letter of February 20, 1963, has been 


received. 


~n 

co 

Although I would like to be of service, information f ; 

contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is 
available for official use only. 
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Tolson 
Belmont _ 

Mohr 

Casper 

Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 
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Rosen 

Sullivan _ 
Tavel, 
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You may desire to consult available references 
in your local library for possible data regarding the individual 
you mentioned. I have also referred a copy of your letter to 
the Bureau of Prisons, United States Department of Justice, 
Washington 25, D. C. , for v/hat assistance that Department 
can offer you. 


Sincerely yours, 



t EB Jb 2os bl(J e3 

a. 


J. Edgar Hoovef 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director . 

f 



NOTE: post is-n$>t identifiable in Bufiles. Robert Stroud, 

author of the book "Birdman of AlcatrazF from which the recent 
movie was made has been in prison since 1912, Stroud was 18 years 
old when first convicted of Manslaughter. Stroud is well known as a 
result of the recent movie. 
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February 20, 1963 


Federal B ureau of Investigation 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Sirs 

I have just seen^the movie "Birdman of Alcatraz" refering 
to the life of Robert Stroud . I am very much interested in 
this man and would appreciate it very much if you would send 
me any and all information you have on this man or might 
direct me to somewhere where I might obtain this information. 

Thank You. 


Sincerely yours 
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November 9, 1965 
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Your letter of October 30th has been received and 
I -want to thank you for your confidence in my administration of the 
FBI. 
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With respect to your inquiry, it is suggested you may 
wish to write to the Bureau of Prisons, U. S. Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 20537, for much of the data you requested. 

Sincerely yours, 

^aJSdgag HcaJIsj 


1 - Seattle - Enclosure 
NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Stroud’ s book, 
’’Birdman of Alcatraz,” noted that Mr. Hoover visited his cell in 1936 and 
bought a canary which was guaranteed to sing. With respect to this, 
on a memorandum in 1955, Mr. Hoover noted "he did sell me a canary 
and it didn’t sing." 
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October ^0, lot>5 


PULLMAN 
WASHINGTON . 


lo 
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Dear hr. Hoover; V-j* 

o ^'i^* 

JLs you Cc.n tell x an at ten din, l:£.sain .ton State < 


o 

iniversxty. ye have been 0 iven tin job of ps;. cuo- 


analysisinp a person. iy assipnnent was tnat of hobogfe ^Xj 
Stroud andycno reason for tills letter. Vould it be . * 

- — — ■ ■ • yiz) 

possible to obtsxii photo Gobies of jllIs prison record? 
ilso, it ytlz stated that you &?st tnis nan at one tin 
wuat was vuiir opinion of ain? v as he an ordinary prisoned? , 

V 

that t^rou^h publicity was exploraten or an exceptional 
person? 1*11 not interested in way isolation euc . a want 
to know his personality and his uifferent reactions. I’n 


nor kins' on &■ theory of people under restrained area. 


be it prisons, civil defense shelters etc. Tnank you 
for any help you can give i:e and kee> up tne pood work. 




^%yX - £ 50 jLf 



A Q_ o 1 

^ Act H-F-br 

r orP;/^b x 


MOV - 4 ' 1955 






Third Sunday sixer Epiphany, JanuaryjE^, ±9 69 
eleven o'clock 

ORGAN- PRELUDE - Jesu, Joy of Man ’ s Desiring - Each 
CALL TO WORSHIP- - Choir 
LITANY - page lA 
SGRIPTURE LESSONS 

Epistle: Romans 12:16-21 

Gospel : Matthew 8:1-13 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND- OFFERING 

CHOIR ANTHEM - All Hail The Power.; hafh Jehus' Name 

* James Ellcwr^^^f^ 

DOXOLOGI 

HY^ NO. 689 "How Firm A Foundation" 

SERMON: REFUSE NOT HIM THAT SPEAKETH 

Text-: Hebrews 12:25 

INVITATION HYMN NO. A3 4 "Roc'- of Ages" 

(You may come forwarej. at this time to confess before 
men that you- wish to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as 
your personal Saviour. The Elders and prayer warriors 
will pray vith you following the service and you will 
depart newly blessed in your soul. )■ 

BENEDICTION 

ORGAN POSTLUDE - Praise God From Whom All Blessings 

Flow - Bach 
* * * 

WELCOME TO VISITORS - We are happy you have come an-i 
our prayer is that God will reveal Himself to you in 
flic- love and power as you worship with us. "Faith 
:cs.i*th by hearing and hearing by the word of God." You 
will get the Word of God here for we believe all of His 
Word 

EVENING SERVICE - The service at 7 P m is a : oy to 
share in and we want all to get its blessings before 
beginning another week God will meet you and give 
strength for all your needs Co- e tonight 1 

JOHN HUSS PLAY - Tell others aboum the splendid ! 
inrm - ring drama t"> be st&grd h. .<• 1 y Rob Jones Univer- 
sity February 14-'.'. /: - or- J2. ib- , c r Jones. 


PARSONAGE TELEPHONE »• 788-^70 CHURCH - 788-6060 

PRAYER LIST: Mr. and Mrs, Abner Alexander and family, 

Leonard and Lily Howard, M.A. Ward, Mrs. Frank Smith, 

Mrs. Addie Tuttle, Mrs. C.B. Cody, May Marshall, Alton 
Watkins, Pauline Stewart, -Mrs. Grace Eellomy, Betty 
Holleman, Sam Hutchins, Warner Mahaffey, Jesse Thornton, 
C.L. Mays; MILITARY: Perry Barrett, David Lambeth, Jr . 

Pete Christian, Richard and Kent Mays, Jack L. Crews, 

Bill Behn, Murry Mechum, Billy Meadows, Jimmy Turner, La- 
rry Reich, Larry Pfau, Don Poindexter, Ceorge Smith Rus- 
sell Hasten, Johnny Taylor, Danny and Johnny Raines; 
MISSIONARIES: Marilyn Andrews, Earbara Jones, Katie Tal- 

bert, Gary Johnsons, Kathy and Les Bruce, Manuel Arenas, 
Bill Sasnet, Rev. Euredjian, Bob Griffin, Dr. Robert 
Rapp, Mrs . Beckon, Rescue Mission, Joy Ranch, Rev. Wurm- 
brand, all persecuted believers, Miss Philips, P.. J. Mat- 
hew, G.R. Lome, Paul Voronaeff, Dr. Oeorge Hopkins, 
Leonard Hopkins, Glenn Abel, Mrs. MacNaught, Gordon Wol- 
fram, 

0ONFIRMATION CLASS: The Pastor will begin a class for 

boys with Bible- memorization, to begin two weeks fr=-m 
yesterday. Tine: 10:30 a.m. on Saturdays. All youth 

must have special Instruction for membership in Bible 
Moravian Church by ruling of the Eoard of Elders. 

SPECIAL PATRIOTIC PROGRAM ON RADIO - Tune in February 
1, this coming Saturday for a program running continuous- 
ly from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Station WGPL (FM) , 931. 

(See bulletin insert.) 

MEN IN-AUTHOKITY - These are special days for America. 

The President and every official down to the courthouses 
need the prayers of God's people as they seek to undo 
the mess that has been piling up for years. They will be 
subjected to merciless attacks of Satan as they take their 
stand and hold ground against the Devil. Pray for God's 
Spirit to baptize them with power and courage and grace. 

II Chronicles J:lk is our only hope. 


Pastor 


Rev. David R. Jones 

705 E. Sprague Street, Winston-Salem, N. C. * ' ' 

Board of Elders 

D. R. Jones Chairman 

H. L. Masten Vice Chairman 

R. S. Disher Secretary 

W. W. Stewart Treasurer; Ex-officio Member t 

J. D. Everhart, C. B. Cody, D. L. Lambeth • • 

Sunday School Superintendent ... H. L. Masten 

Organist Mrs. R. S. Disher 

Building Committee 

H. L. Masten Chairman 

D. R. Jones Secretary 

R. S. Disher, W. W. Stewart, James Cude, Curtis Craig, Charles Pitts. 


Weekly Services 

Sunday School 9:45 A.M. 

Morning Worship , 1 1 :00 A.M. 

Evening Worship 7:00 P.M. 

Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7:30 P. M. 

Prayer Meetings 

Tuesdays (Women) ’9:00 A.M‘. 

Saturdays (Children) '. . 10:00 A.M. 

Saturdays (Men) 7:00 P.M. 

Radio' Program 

Saturday (WKBX, 1 500 kc) 9:30 A.M. 


LITHOGRAPHED BY MWM COLOR PRESS. INC.. AURORA. MO., EARL ROBERTS. BOX 275, WELCOME. N. C. 27374 
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"JHtile Jflorablan Church 

(Independent and Unaffiliated) 

Founded 1457 701 E. Sprague St. 

Renewed 1967 Winston-Salem, N. C? 



(J^ur &tanb 


The Bible is the infallible Word of God, verbally inspired and without error. Be- 
cause synods, bishops and councils tend to usurp its authority, we disavow them. 
(John 17:17). 

The Lord Jesus Christ, Saviour and God, is the only hope of lost men for heaven; 
His shed blood the only remedy for their sin. (I John 1:7). He is coming again 
to catch up' the- believers to heaven and then He will judge and rule the world. 
(I Thess. 4:17; Matt. 25:31). 

There is a literal eternal hell and a literal eternal heaven. (Matt. 25:46). 

All men must be born again of the Spirit (John 3:6,7) and should receive the ful- 
ness of the Spirit to serve the Lord (Ephes. 5:18). 

If is the joy of Christians to proclaim the Gospel at home and abroad until He 
comes again. (Acts 1:8). 
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PASTOR 


Independent and Unaffiliated 
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705 EAST SPRAGUE STREET 
TELEPHONE 78S-6670 
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Vs 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, lirector 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, l.C. 




January 30, 


^-.ToisonV. 



m£. Casper 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

- Mr. Pelt 

* Mr. Gale / 

l, MS , Rosen \f 

Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room ______ 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy 
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Bear Mr. Hoover: 


I have some young Christian hoys who are greatly admiring this very 
celebrated inmate of Alcatraz, the "Birdman". A book was, written on 
'his life and prison expediences authored by one named^Caddis. . The 


inmate s name is 


expediences 
Bober IrlBtroud . 


The book became a movie and , the . movie 


was shown on TV recently. 


I became interested in this man who is being lauded so highly and quite cyj 
another version of this "Birdman of Alcatraz" came to me. It seems thaiW 
a Federal agent who was connected with his case protested publicly that * 
Hollywood was building up a two-time murderee and a sex pervert/" If this 
is the case, I want to divert the boy to a more worthy idol. 

Can you advise me as to the facts in this case? I am very appreciative 
of any help you can offer. i/^w/ 






Sincerely yours. 
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